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February 25th Freedom
Day 

On February 25th, Brazilians from all places
and states in Brazil gathered on Avenida
Paulista in São Paulo, to show their
dissatisfaction with the 3 powers,
especially the judiciary. Regarding the
executive, Brazilians vehemently
repudiated Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva's
statements when comparing that Israel is
carrying out a Holocaust in Gaza. The
speeches had international repercussions
and leaders of other nations criticized
them, especially the Prime Minister of
Israel, Benjamin Netanyahu.

“What is happening in the Gaza Strip to the
Palestinian people does not exist at any
other historical moment. It existed when
Hitler decided to kill the Jews”, declared
the Brazilian president to journalists in
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, where he was to
participate in the African Union summit.”
“The words of the President of Brazil are
shameful and serious. This is about
trivializing the Holocaust and trying to
harm the Jewish people and Israel’s right
to defend itself,” said Netanyahu. “

The president's unfortunate speech
generated revolt from Brazilians and
apologies and flags were taken to the
avenue, in addition, Jair Bolsonaro, one of
the main attractions of the movement,
carried the flag praising the nation of
Israel. Another attraction that left the São
Paulo avenue in silence was listening to
Silas Malafaia's speech, which gave a
chronology of the events that have
occurred since 2022.

BY ANA CLAUDIA CARREGARO



“I did not come here to attack the
Federal Supreme Court, because
when you attack an institution you
are against the Republic and the
Democratic Rule of Law. But I came
here to do it, I'm going to show you
the engineering of evil to want to
arrest Jair Messias Bolsonaro. The
engineering of evil to take away the
Democratic Rule of Law.
 “I will show facts. Pay attention, pay
close attention. On September 7,
2021, I was here with the president in
the electric trio, I was the
penultimate to speak and the
president the last. I remember that
the president on September 7, [20]21
attacked Minister Alexandre de
Moraes. Listen, listen.

Everyone around the president
thought that based on what he said if
Alexandre de Moraes tried to
interfere in the Executive, he would
invoke Article 142 of the Constitution.
I'm talking about the Constitution. To
avoid interference in the Executive.
Amazing. The president who is called
truculent, the president who is called
a guy who doesn't negotiate
anything, Michel Temer, Alexandre de
Moraes' patron, sought out the
president, the president answered,
spoke on the phone with Alexandre
de Moraes and the president gave in
and appeased. We were all amazed
and I said to him: ‘Wow, we didn’t
expect that’. The president, in
popular parlance, smoked the ‘pipe of
peace’...

“Now I'm going to run with the story. In
2022, Alexandre de Moraes took over the
Superior Electoral Court. And, amazingly,
a TSE resolution against the electoral
law gave all power to Minister Alexandre
de Moraes. Now listen, the Attorney
General of the Republic, Doctor
[Augusto] Aras, filed a petition with the
STF to overturn this resolution. The STF
did not accept it. “Everyone knows how
the election went. They could call
Bolsonaro a genocidal, but they couldn't
say that Lula is an ex-convict. The
election is over. I have to run with the
story. The election is over. Bolsonaro
lost. Listen to me. Absolute silence from
Bolsonaro. He didn't attack anyone, he
didn't complain about anyone, he didn't
attack Alexandre de Moraes, he didn't
attack the Federal Supreme Court. And
then the president of the PL, Valdemar
Costa Neto, files a petition with the
Superior Electoral Court questioning the
results of the polls. What happens?
Alexandre de Moraes gives a mocking
fine: 22 million reais, the PL number...

“Now I'm going to stop the story and
we're going to rewind the story. In 2014,
Aécio Neves of Alexandre de Moraes'
PSDB lost the election. On October 30,
2014, Alexandre de Moraes' PSDB filed a
lawsuit with the TSE questioning the
results of the elections and questioning
the electronic voting machines. Do you
know what happened? Anything.
Alexandre de Moraes' PSDB was not
fined. It was a constitutional right to
question the election...



“I'm going to run with the story.
Bolsonaro, silent, left for America
without attacking anyone, without
speaking ill of anyone. We arrived on
the 8th [January 2023]. The fateful day
8. Baderneiros, which we didn't agree
with, broke down in Brasília. Then the
coup narrative began. I have some
questions to ask the press here and the
Brazilian people. I want to ask first: why
did Lula leave Brasília in a hurry and go
to Araraquara? The flood in Araraquara
was on December 28 [2022], 10 days
earlier. Was he warned that there was
going to be trouble? Another question:
where are the videos recorded by
government cameras? Where are they?
Where are the videos in Alexandre de
Moraes’ possession? 

“The people have to know who is behind
this naughtiness and chaos. And then
I'll tell you something: Justice Minister
Flávio Dino watched from the window,
didn't he do anything? The GSI and Abin
informed Lula. And another, listen,
Brazilians: why didn't the head of the
GSI General Gonçalves, why didn't
Alexandre de Moraes have him
arrested? Why wasn't he indicted?
Because, if it was a coup, he was in
favor of the coup. “This is a shame,
guys. It is a shameful narrative. Listen,
listen, please. This is serious here. I'm
showing the real story. A coup against
an agent has a weapon, a bomb, and a
plan. A woman with the Bible and the
crucifix, Catholic, entered the Senate
and sat the president of the Senate at
the table. Scammer. 17 years in prison. 

Clezão, a member of my church. Worker.
He went to see the trouble and was
arrested while ill. The prosecutor asked
for his release. Alexandre de Moraes
didn't do it. He died. Clézio's blood is on
Alexandre de Moraes' hands and he will
give an account to God.

“Listen, listen. I'll come back to the
story and you'll be left with your mouth
open. In 2014, the building of STF
president Carmén Lúcia was spray-
painted. The MST on a social network
said: ‘It was us’. They weren't called
scammers, nothing happened. Another:
in 2014, deputy Wadih Damous, from the
PT, said: The STF has to be closed,
which I don’t agree with. Nothing
happened to him. 2006, listen: the MST
invaded the National Congress. 24
injured, 1 in serious condition. Do you
know what they were called?
Protesters. In 2014, the MST tried to
invade the STF and let me tell you one
thing: if it weren't for the courage and
blood of the Brasília PM police officers,
there would have been carnage. 30
police officers were injured, 8 in serious
condition. No one called it a coup, or a
scammer. Protesters. In 2017, the PT
invaded the National Congress.
Breakdown. Do you know why they
invaded? To overthrow President
Temer. They were not called coup
plotters, but protesters. In 2017, they
set fire to the Ministry of Agriculture,
but no one called it a scammer.



“Protesters, housewives, elderly people,
young people who were in front of the
Army HQ since Bolsonaro lost the
election, without doing anything,
became coup plotters. Listen, listen and
you will be amazed. In June… Please,
Fire Department, check for any problems
there. Okay, okay. Listen to this here. It
repulses. June 2018. José Dirceu, who
served 30 years in prison for corruption,
was released by the 2nd Panel of the
STF. Now amaze me. Pay attention. In
October 2018, José Dirceu said that he
had to take power away from the STF.
Look what he says. Look, the Judiciary
has to end. Nobody did anything. Now
listen here, people. Lula was not tried
by the STF because he had no
jurisdiction. He lost in the 1st instance.
He lost in the 2nd. He lost in the 3rd.
And amazingly. 

The Federal Supreme Court did not
grant him habeas corpus. The Federal
Supreme Court agreed that he was
corrupt and a thief. “I'm already
wrapping up. Bolsonaro has no
jurisdiction in the Federal Supreme
Court. He had to be judged by the
courts, but I'm finishing my speech and I
want you to think, the press to think.
Deputies, senators, and governors stop
and think. With a democratic rule of law
like the United States, Germany, France,
Italy, and so on, no one is afraid to talk
about demonstrations. No one is afraid
to share their thoughts on social media.
“Look what’s happening in Brazil. 

Deputy afraid to speak, senator afraid to
speak, Brazilians afraid to speak. What
kind of democracy are people afraid to talk
about? The Democratic State is in danger.
Now, people, listen to this here. The Fire
Department responds, thank you. Answer,
thank you. I'm closing because I'm going to
say a prayer here. Listen to the end of my
speech. Please, thank you, they have
already opened a corridor. Listen.

“Alexandre de Moraes said that the
extreme right has to be fought in Latin
America. How does an STF minister have a
side? He does not have to fight either the
extreme right or the extreme left. He is
the guardian of the Constitution. The
president of the STF, Minister Barroso,
said: ‘We defeated Bolsonarism’. This is a
shame, it is an affront to the people. “I
mean, do you know who the supreme
power of this nation is? The people. All of
us. We have to submit to the people. I will
finish my word and I will pray. And I'll tell
you something: all this evil engineering, all
this evil against Bolsonaro. Cowards in
violation of the law and the Constitution.
To the president, you, with God, are always
in the majority. And I'm going to say a word
that I said to you a few times on the
phone. I don't wish this for you, but I'll
leave you with a word. If they arrest you,
you will leave there exalted. You will leave
there exalted. If they arrest you, it will not
be to your destruction, but to their
destruction. You will leave there exalted.



“They asked me: ‘Pastor, aren’t you
afraid of being arrested?’. Who is on
the side of truth, and justice, defending
the greatest political persecution in the
country's history. Messiah, Jair Messias
Bolsonaro. The greatest political
persecution in our history. Are you
afraid of being arrested for defending
your freedom and the freedom of the
Brazilian people? It's an honor for me.
It's an honor for me. I'm not afraid of
being arrested. Shame is keeping quiet,
shame is hiding, shame is running away.
“I finish praying by quoting a text from
the Bible that moves me. Hebrews 13:6.
You will not fear what man can do to me.
God bless you, God bless your family,
God bless the beloved Brazilian
homeland, God do not free these evil
men. 

Other parliamentarians spoke, such as
Nikolas Ferreira, Tarcisio de Freitas,
Gustavo Gayer, and Magno Malta.
Michele Bolsonaro also spoke. 

“For a long time, we were negligent to the
point of saying that politics could not be
mixed with religion, and evil took over.
The time for liberation has come,” said
the former first lady and president of PL
Mulher, the female arm of the party.”

The count has not been defined, but
there are already at least one million
people on the avenue, this was the
largest demonstration that the world has
witnessed through the media in Brazil, to
show dissatisfaction with the ever-
changing government. 



PRINTED VOTE: 
VOTER'S RIGHT OR
STATE-IMPOSED
RESTRICTION? 

BY DR. ALFREDO CARNEIRO

PRINTED VOTE-PL 943 OF 2022-LAW
12,034 OF 2009-ELECTIONS OF 2014-ADI
4543 OF THE STF-CONFIDENTIAL VOTER
SECRECY-COUNTERFEIT VOTER'S RIGHT-
OBLIGATION IMPOSED BY THE STATE-
INVIOLABILITY OF THE VOTE-FEDERAL
CONSTITUTION-ESTABLISHED CLAUSE-

AVAILABLE RIGHT- COERCION OF VOTERS-
POSSIBILITY OF ELECTORAL FRAUD-

SECURITY OF ELECTRONIC VOTING POSTS-
UNCONSTITUTIONALITY-FREEDOM OF
TACIT AND EXPRESS MANIFESTATION 

This article aims to bring reflection
to Brazilian voters about the right to
obtain a vote printout as an act of
counterfeit in the exercise of
citizenship and democracy without
such an act being considered a
violation of the secrecy of the vote.
It is necessary to have a public
debate around the topic, to know the
desire of the Brazilian population
and the popular understanding in
treating such a possibility as the
exercise of a right or extension of
the imposed obligation, since voting
is mandatory in Brazil. 

COGNITIVE RETROSPECTIVE – MINI
ELECTORAL REFORM 

The discussion regarding the PRINTED
VOTE is old. In 2009, the possibility
was established for voters to obtain
the right to see the printout of their
vote as physical proof of the exercise
of democratic rights and citizenship
when expressing their intention to
vote. Article 5 of Law 12,���⁄���� was
instituted, amending laws ����⁄��, the
law on political parties that establish
rules for elections, and also the
Brazilian Electoral Code. The approved
wording was this: 



Art. 5 - From the 2014 elections onwards,
the printed vote conferred by the voter is
created, guaranteeing the total secrecy of
the vote and observing the following rules: 

§ 1 The voting machine will first display to
the voter the screens relating to
proportional elections; then, referring to
majority elections; finally, the complete
vote for the voter's visual check and final
confirmation of the vote. 

§ 2 After the final confirmation of the vote
by the voter, the electronic ballot box will
print a unique vote identification number
associated with its own digital signature. 

§ 3 The vote must be cast automatically,
without manual contact from the voter, in
a previously sealed location. 

§ 4 After the end of voting, the Electoral
Court will carry out, in a public hearing, an
independent audit of the software by
drawing 2% (two percent) of the electronic
ballot boxes in each Electoral Zone,
respecting the minimum limit of 3 (three)
machines per municipality, who must have
their paper votes counted and compared
with the results presented in the
respective ballot box. 

§ 5 The use of voter identification using
their biometrics or by typing their name or
voter number is permitted, as long as the
identification machine has no connection
with the electronic ballot box. 

Thus, article 5 was inserted into law
12.034/09 approved in Congress, and
sanctioned by then President Luíz
Inácio Lula da Silva. It turns out that
the Attorney General's Office filed a
Direct Unconstitutionality Action with
the Federal Supreme Court
questioning the inviolability of the
vote that is guaranteed in Article 14 of
the Federal Constitution. 
Art. 14. Popular sovereignty will be
exercised by universal suffrage and
direct and secret vote, with equal
value for all, and, by the law, through: 

I - plebiscite; 
II - Referendum; 
III - popular initiative. 

Note that Article 5 inserted in the “Printed
Vote Law” seeks to maintain the secrecy
of the vote, however, the legislator
appears to have written confusing text in
§2 allowing the generation of a vote
identification number associated the
voter's digital signature. It was based on
this argument that the PGR questioned
the Secrecy of the vote in a Direct Action
of Unconstitutionality in the Federal
Supreme Court (ADI 4543) which led to
the validity of the request to declare the
unconstitutionality of the art. 5th under
the rapporteurship of Minister Carmem
Lúcia. 



The divergence occurred in art. 5th, §
5th, of Law no. 12.034/2009, which would
contravene the expression “with equal
value for all” contained in the caput of
art. 14 of the Constitution of the Republic
because, “by prohibiting the connection
between the identifying instrument and
the respective ballot box, it allows the
latter to remain constantly open. The
president of the polling station will not
have any interference in whether or not
the ballot box is released. As it is not
possible to enter the voting booth
together with the voter, there will be the
possibility of the same person voting two
or more times”. 
The President of the Federal Senate
informed that the process was
processed within the strictest normative
and legislative procedures and further
explained: 
“...the voter will be identified by digital
signature. This is not in the contested
provision. (…) the electronic signature
referred to in the contested device is
from the electronic ballot box, not from
the voter, as the initial statement would
suggest. If it were for the voter, not only
the secrecy of the vote would be at
stake, but the entire electoral process
because if it is already difficult to collect
one's voter ID, imagine requiring each
voter to have an electronic signature”
(www.portal.stf.jus. br ADI4543DF) 

In 2011, the STF Plenary unanimously granted
the precautionary measure to suspend the
effects of art. 5th. The association of
identifying the voter's digital signature or
electronic ballot box with the violation of
voting secrecy was one of the main targets
of confusion between the parties involved. 

Let us now reflect: 
Considering that Electronic Voting
Machines were only implemented
in Brazil in 1996; 
Considering that before this,
voting had been carried out in
printed form; 
Considering that Article 14 was
inserted into the Federal
Constitution in 1988, how can it be
said that only now is there a
violation of the secrecy of voting in
printed form? And what can be said
about the period between 1988 and
1996 of the relationship: Printed
vote and Vote secrecy? 

DR. ALFREDO
CARNEIRO

Lawyer, Postgraduate in
Tax Law Majoring in Civil
Law and Civil Procedure



PL943/22

Bill 943/22 proposes some legislative
changes, including: 
“... § 8. Once the voter's vote is
confirmed, the electronic ballot box will
issue a counterfeit of the full vote
finalized on paper with a unique code
for the respective election and
controlled by the Electoral Court, and
the voter, after checking it, will deposit
it immediately in the sealed physical
ballot box located next to the voting
booth, in the presence of election
inspectors...” 

Here, we are faced with a keyword of
supreme importance in Bill ���⁄��, which
is COUNTERFEITH. It is through the
issuance of a “PRINTED RECEIPT” that
the voter’s RIGHT to Direct Vote will be
guaranteed. It is also at this key point
that discussions and disagreements
about the violation of voting secrecy
begin. 

Several questions arise from this that
deserve broad social, legal, and political
debate. This is because none of these
classes holds the truth, and no truth is
absolute. What we have are different
perspectives on the topic. Thus, the a need
to promote Public Hearings to listen to
social desires and only then pave this path
founded on the Democracy of the Brazilian
State. But what are the questions that arise
from the point listed? Let's see: 

Is voting only mandatory or is it also a
right? 
If voting is also a citizen right, cannot
the holder of the right to vote demand
the right to counterfeit? In other
words, demand your printed receipt? 
Is the secrecy of the vote cast by the
voter a right or obligation? Can voters
reveal their vote tacitly or expressly? 
Is such a right available or unavailable? 
Is the obligation to vote absolute or
relative? 
Is voting secrecy absolute or relative? 

 Several questions must be widely debated
to achieve the best result, respecting
above all the customs and sovereignty of
the Brazilian people in the Federative
Republic of Brazil, by the provisions set out
in Article 1 of the CF⁄88. 
PL 943/22 brings some appendices, but all with
the same objective: The Printing of Votes and
Public Counting of Votes. The last addition was
PL 4644/23, which proposes the counting of
votes in the electoral section itself, but all are
attached to the ORIGINAL PL: PL-1175/2015.

BY DR. ALFREDO CARNEIRO



According to the Federal
Constitution, in article 14, voting
is mandatory for literate people
aged 18 or over up to the limit of
70 years. It is also a social duty,
as it contributes to democracy in
the country. 
On the other hand, voting is a
subjective public right, as is the
exercise of citizenship and
democracy. 

Thus, Brazilian doctrine and
legislation lead us to partially
conclude that voting is a
citizen's duty, that is, it is a right
and also an obligation. In the
same vein, the obligation is to
attend the polls and the right is
to be able to exercise
democracy and choose your
candidate. The fact is that in the
field of obligation and the field
of law, neither is absolute, but
rather relative. I explain: 
In the field of obligation, it is relative
because even being obliged to vote,
the voter may vote null, blank, or not
even go to vote, thus opting to pay
the fine, which is of negligible value
and therefore, it can even be
interpreted that the vote nor is it
mandatory.

In the field of law it is relative
because although I have the power
to choose my preferred candidate, I
cannot have that right if I do not
decide on one of the options
mentioned above, thus making the
right almost unavailable. Still in the
field of law, if a citizen has the right
to vote, granting power to another
representative, the same citizen has
the right to monitor the act of
exercising citizenship. And how can
you monitor compliance with the
right in your favor? Through the
printed receipt, that is the
counterfeit. In the same way that a
service consumer hires someone
else's service and receives a receipt
guaranteeing the choice of the
provider, this would apply to the
political context. 

VOTING: RIGHT
OR OBLIGATION? 



It is important to clarify that this
article is not intended to question
the security of the ballot boxes, but
rather to contribute to the
expansion of security without
suppressing the right to counterfeit
and to demand maximum
transparency in the public counting
of votes from millions of voters who
are the real holders of Popular
Sovereignty and who grant this
power to their Representatives. 
To answer the question in the title
mentioned above, we first need to
answer another question: Is Voting
Secrecy a Right or Obligation? 

Although Brazil has implemented
Electronic Ballot Boxes to facilitate the
counting of vote results and improve
voting security through the use of
technology and biometric registration
of voters, it is still necessary to expand
this security not only in terms of
respect to the polls but also in the
counting process. This is because, it
has been verified that even after the
use of Electronic Ballot Boxes, human
intervention is exceptionally necessary
during the vote registration process,
either because the electronic
equipment failed at the time of voting,
or because there is system vulnerability
that can be targeted by hackers. 

HOW TO PRESERVE THE SECRECY OF VOTING,
VOTER'S RIGHTS, TRANSPARENCY IN COUNTING
OR COLLECTING VOTES? 

I think that voting secrecy is a
relative obligation and a voter's
right, with the right to reveal or not
which candidate they voted for,
being able to do so tacitly or
expressly, all within the limits of
Freedom of Expression. 
Article 5, item IV, CF⁄88 “The
expression of thought is free,
anonymity is prohibited” This is
because when voting, the voter is
not prevented from sharing with
other people, friends, or family
revealing which candidate they
voted for. And why are voters
prohibited from entering the voting
booth with their cell phones? To not
register your vote. The prohibition is
provided for in Article 91-A of the
Elections Law (9,504-97) and is
based on Article 14 of the CF. In
turn, article 312 of Law No.
4,737/1965 (Electoral Code) defines
“violating or attempting to violate
the secrecy of the vote” as an
electoral crime. The penalty for this
offense is up to two years in prison. 
 I think that the entire understanding,
prohibition, and supposed suppression
of the right to counterfeit comes from
the interpretation of Article 14 of the
CF. If the National Congress wants to
implement printed voting combined
with electronic voting machines,
perhaps it should first propose a PEC
adding an item to Art. 14 of the CF. 



The public counting of votes will only
occur if there is a paper vote. Hence it can
be said that transparency will only
increase if PL ���⁄�� is approved and the
constitutionality of the rule is maintained.
Another way this could happen is to
change Article 91-A of the Elections Law
and even add another article, all within the
scope of the TSE. 

All this maneuver must be carried out
if, after exhaustive Public Hearings, it
is determined that this is the popular
desire. This is because the SECRECY of
the vote and the Voter's RIGHT to have
the PRINTED VOTE is interpretative and
it is not expressed in Brazilian
Legislation how such Secrecy is given
and from whom the Secrecy will be
kept since the voter will be able to
reveal the vote at any time having the
right to secrecy if the obligation of
said secrecy is not fulfilled. 
Finally, the science professor at the
University of Brasília has already
stated that: 
“The electronic voting machine is a
computer that rigorously executes
what it was programmed for. 
If it is programmed to make a clean
election, it makes a clean election. If it
is programmed to carry out a rigged
election, it will hold a rigged election.
The vote that was shown for candidate
A can be added to candidate B and no
one can see this, because this is
happening inside the electronic
circuits”. (OLIVEIRA,2016). 
“The representative of the National Union
of Federal Criminal Experts said that
experts who participated in security tests
promoted by the Superior Electoral Court
(TSE) in 2017 managed to violate the
electronic voting machine program.” 

The experts even

identified the voter

and who he voted

for. 

(Source Jus Brasil) 



The PL that deals with the Printed
Vote must surround itself with all
possible legal means so that, if
approved, it does not succumb to
another Direct Action of
Unconstitutionality. Direct Action on
CONSTITUTIONALITY should be
requested on what is desired, but
only after exhaustive reviews of
improvements in the preparation of
the matter, it is still necessary to
have several Popular Hearings on the
topic, this is because popular
participation and the initiative
Popular rights are an essential item
for maintaining popular sovereignty. 
 If voting, in addition to being an
obligation, is also a right, it is not a
difficult task to realize that the
popular desire is to know whether
their right is being protected and well
applied by those to whom they must
do so, whatever all the Institutions
involved such as the Superior
Electoral Court, the Federal Supreme
Court, in addition to the
representatives granted by the vote
of voters, such as the
Parliamentarians of the National
Congress. 

 The Electronic Printed Vote in two copies
should not be considered a setback, but
rather an advancement and complement
to the security of Electronic Ballot Boxes
and should be replaced by the
confirmation sound effect at the end of
voting. This is the right to counterfeit,
which in no way violates the secrecy of
the vote, much less suppresses the
fundamental right of the citizen, and the
freedom of choice for the Brazilian
citizen must prevail, also provided for in
Article 14 of the CF, which is consolidated
in Article 220, § 2 of the same device. 



Art. 220, CF § 2 any censorship of a
political, ideological, and artistic
nature is prohibited. 
Involves the duty to account for the
vote, to the State and not to the
citizen, therefore, in respect for the
Principle of Fundamental Guarantees,
(Democratic Rule of Law, Popular
Sovereignty, Sovereignty, Citizenship,
Dignity of the Human Person,
Valorization of Work, Free enterprise,
and Political Pluralism), the vote
printed in two copies, should not be
denied to anyone whose right is
guaranteed by law in our Magna
Carta. Thus, the violation of the
citizen's constitutional right remains
evident. 
The printout of the vote is proof of the
act carried out, it is the guarantee, the
physical receipt of the expression of the
exercise of citizenship, and the
fulfillment of its social and democratic
obligation. The voting citizen is not
responsible for knowing whether the
Electronic Ballot Box registered his vote
correctly, as he does not have the means
or expertise to do so. Furthermore, it
does not seem reasonable to me to
prohibit voters from using any means to
record the act performed, when
exercising their right and obligation,
such as the use of a filming device.
Thousands of cases are solved because
they were caught on a cell phone
camera, which was the only guarantee of
freedom for some and imprisonment for
others who committed the crime. 

Voting Secrecy is more of a right than
an obligation. It is a citizen's available
right, they can have and reveal their
vote at any time, it is the state's
obligation not to reveal it and must
protect the information as provided
for in the General Data Protection
Law (LGPD), which by analogy has the
same applicability. 
On the international stage, only
Brazil, Bangladesh, and Bhutan use
electronic voting machines without
printed proof of voting. According to
the newspaper Folha de São Paulo,
countries that have electronic ballot
boxes with electronic receipts have
never reported signs of fraud in
elections, a different factor from
Brazil, which has discussed
suspicious events such as opening
the source code, duplicity of the
code, voters on social networks who
they typed in one candidate and saw
the image of another on the screen,
poll workers who filmed the opening
of electoral zones with ballot boxes
that already counted several votes
for a specific candidate, among
others. 
Brazil cannot continue to go against the
grain of the world. We have a patriotic,
moral, and institutional duty to always
seek to improve security, ensuring the
hard-fought Democracy and Freedom. 





INTERNATIONAL
SCENE



The Role of the West in the War in
Ukraine: Between Diplomacy and
Force

Two years have passed since the war
began. Russia's invasion of Ukraine on
February 24, 2022, was the result of
several complex and interconnected
factors, including:

NATO Expansion: Russia viewed
NATO's eastward expansion as a
threat to its national security,
especially with the prospect of
Ukraine joining the alliance.
Russian Nationalism: Putin sought to
restore Russia's influence in the
region and reverse what he viewed as
the loss of strategic territories
following the collapse of the Soviet
Union.
Protection of the Russian Population:
Russia claimed it was intervening to
protect the Russian-speaking
population in eastern Ukraine from
alleged abuses by the Ukrainian
government.
Control of Natural Resources:
Ukraine has significant reserves of
natural gas and other natural
resources that Russia covets.

Zelensky met with Biden in
Washington on December 21, 2022,
during his first trip abroad since the
start of the war. The visit aimed to
strengthen the partnership between
the United States and Ukraine and
seek more military and financial
support for the country.

Putin and Biden have not spoken
directly since the start of the war.
Communication between the two
leaders has been carried out through
diplomatic and intermediary channels.

Some countries, such as China, India,
and Turkey, maintain diplomatic
relations with both sides and avoid
taking a clear position in the conflict.

BY RODRIGO ABRAHÃO 



First six months of the first
year:

The war was marked by intense
fighting in eastern Ukraine, with
thousands of deaths and millions of
people displaced.
Russia captured some important
cities but was unable to achieve its
initial goals of overthrowing the
Ukrainian government and taking
control of the country.
The international community
imposed harsh sanctions on Russia,
which impacted its economy.

Second year:
The war became a war of attrition,
with less intense but continuous
fighting.
Russia focused its efforts on
conquering the Donbas region in
eastern Ukraine.
Ukraine, with support from the West,
has been resisting the invasion and
carrying out counter-offensives in
some areas.

Countries on Russia's side:
Russia's main allies in the
conflict are:

Belarus: Allowed Russia to use its
territory to launch attacks against
Ukraine.
China: Provided political and
economic support to Russia.
Iran: Provided drones to Russia.
In addition to Venezuela,
Nicaragua, Cuba, Syria, India and
former US president Donald Trump
even classified Vladimir Putin as a
“genius” after the Russian president
recognized the independence of the
Donetsk and Luhansk regions.



Countries that provided
military aid:

United States: The largest
supplier of military aid to
Ukraine, including weapons,
ammunition, anti-aircraft
defense systems, and military
training.
United Kingdom: Provided
Ukraine with anti-tank
missiles, air defense systems,
and military training.
Germany: Provided Ukraine
with anti-tank weapons,
ammunition, and anti-aircraft
defense systems.
France: Provided Ukraine with
anti-tank missiles, anti-
aircraft defense systems, and
humanitarian aid.
Canada: Provided Ukraine
with anti-tank weapons,
ammunition, and military
training.
Poland: Provided Ukraine
with anti-tank weapons,
ammunition, drones, and
humanitarian aid.
Baltic countries (Estonia,
Latvia and Lithuania)
Czech Republic: Provided
Ukraine with anti-tank
weapons, ammunition, and
humanitarian aid.
Sweden: Provided Ukraine
with anti-tank weapons,
ammunition, and
humanitarian aid.
Finland: Provided Ukraine
with humanitarian aid and
non-lethal military
equipment.

Crimea	is	a	peninsula	that	was	annexed	by
Russia	 in	 2014.	 Russia	 claims	 Crimea	 as
part	 of	 its	 historical	 territory,	 while
Ukraine	 considers	 it	 illegally	 occupied
territory.	 Crimea	 is	 strategically
important	 for	 Russia,	 as	 it	 hosts	 an
important	naval	base.



Countries that have imposed
sanctions on Russia:

European Union: Imposed sanctions
on Russia that include asset freezes,
travel restrictions, and an embargo
on Russian products.
United States: Imposed sanctions on
Russia that include asset freezes,
travel restrictions, an embargo on
Russian products, and sanctions on
the Russian financial sector.
United Kingdom: Imposed sanctions
on Russia that include asset freezes,
travel restrictions, and an embargo
on Russian products.
Japan: Imposed sanctions on Russia
that include asset freezes, travel
restrictions, and an embargo on
Russian products.
Australia: Imposed sanctions on
Russia that include asset freezes,
travel restrictions, and an embargo
on Russian products.
New Zealand: Imposed sanctions on
Russia that include asset freezes,
travel restrictions, and an embargo
on Russian products.

Countries that welcomed
Ukrainian refugees:

Poland: Hosted more than 3 million
Ukrainian refugees.
Germany: Hosted more than 1 million
Ukrainian refugees.
Czech Republic: Hosted more than
300,000 Ukrainian refugees.
Romania: Hosted more than 800,000
Ukrainian refugees.
Hungary: Hosted more than 600,000
Ukrainian refugees.
Moldova: Hosted more than 400,000
Ukrainian refugees.



Ukraine and Russia: An
uncertain scenario.
The country is devastated by war, with
entire cities destroyed, infrastructure
compromised and thousands of lives lost.
Millions of people have been internally
displaced or sought refuge in
neighboring countries. The humanitarian
crisis is profound, with urgent needs for
food, shelter, and medical care.

Despite difficulties, Ukraine
demonstrates resilience 
On the other hand, the Russian economy
is suffering the impacts of international
sanctions, with high inflation, recession,
and capital flight.
Russia is increasingly isolated on the
international stage, with support from a
limited number of countries.
Russia has failed to achieve its initial
objectives in the war and faces a war of
attrition in eastern Ukraine.

Perspectives:
Uncertainty: The future of the war is
uncertain, with the possibility of a
prolonged conflict without a clear
winner.
Negotiations: Peace negotiations
between the two countries are
ongoing, but there are still no signs
of an agreement.
Global impact: The war in Ukraine
has a significant global impact, with
repercussions on international
security, the global economy, and
the energy crisis.

https://www.cnnbrasil.com.br/internacional/entenda-a-
guerra-da-ucrania-em-10-pontos/
https://www.cnnbrasil.com.br/internacional/quais-sao-os-
paises-que-apoiam-putin-no-conflito-com-a-ucrania/
https://www.bbc.com/portuguese/internacional-60773868



USA AND SANCTIONS
AGAINST

RUSSIA
The United States has applied a set of
different sanctions against Russia since
the beginning of the Russia/Ukraine War.
See the list released by the White House: 

Limit Russia's ability to do business in
dollars, euros, pounds and yen; 
Limit ability to finance and increase
the Russian armed forces; 
Harm your ability to compete in the
high-technology economy of the 21st
century; 
Sanctions against Russian banks that
together hold about $1 trillion in
assets; 
Cutting Russia's largest financial
institution, Sberbank, and 25 of its
subsidiaries from the US financial
system. Sberbank holds almost a third
of the Russian banking sector's overall
assets; 
“Total blocking sanctions” against VTB
Bank, Russia’s second-largest bank,
and 20 of its subsidiaries; 
“Total blocking sanctions” against
three other major Russian banks: Bank
Otkritie, Sovcombank OJSC, and
Novikombank; 

Cut off 13 large state-owned
companies from raising money from
the US market. The list includes
Sberbank, AlfaBank, Credit Bank of
Moscow, Gazprombank, Russian
Agricultural Bank, Gazprom, Gazprom
Neft, Transneft, Rostelecom,
RusHydro, Alrosa, Sovcomflot and
Russian Railways; 
Sanctions on Russian elites and
families. The list: Sergei Ivanov (and
his son, Sergei), Andrey Patrushev
(and his son Nikolai), Igor Sechin (and
his son Ivan), Andrey Puchkov, Yuriy
Solviev (and two real estate
companies he owns), Galina Ulyutina
and Alexandre Vedyakhin; 
Sanctions on 24 Belarusian people and
companies. This includes “two major
Belarusian state banks, nine defense
companies, and seven regime-linked
officials and elites.” 

BY ALEX MOREIRA 



Biden stated that the limitations could even
impact the “Russian space program”. 

The sanctions applied directly target Russia and
Crimea, aiming to hinder and restrict their
economic and financial activities in response to
the war declared and assumed by Russia against
Ukraine. 

Since February 2022, the current president of the
United States, Joe Biden, has initiated these
applications, they are: 
VEB and PSB banks, including 42 subsidiaries:
prevent the trading of new Russian public debt
securities on the market. Significant actions were
taken against Russian banks that were critical to
Russian President Vladimir Putin's ability to
project power within and outside Russia. The
assets of these banks were frozen. 

Russian elites close to the Kremlin and Putin were
also targeted by sanctions. This included
individuals and their children, cutting off Putin's
ability to use his resources to promote his
lifestyle. 

It is important to emphasize that these sanctions
have implications and impacts both for the
Russian economy and for the United States and all
of Europe. The objective is to mitigate costs over
time, but the impact is felt in several areas,
including fuel prices.
 
In May 2023, the United States and the G7
announced new sanctions against Russia in
response to the war in Ukraine. About 70 Russian
and foreign entities have been blocked from
receiving U.S. exports, and approximately 300
new sanctions have been announced against
individuals, entities, vessels, and aircraft,
targeting "financial facilitators"



These sanctions remain an important topic in
international relations and have significant
implications for the global economy. 

Communications companies and the large BIG
TECS also joined the application of sanctions,
such as Meta, Twitter, Netflix, YouTube, Snapchat
and Walt Disney announced restrictions on the
Russian market. Netflix, in turn, announced that it
does not intend to maintain the distribution of
news, sports, and entertainment channels from
Moscow's state media. Disney has announced
that it will not release new films in Russia, and
television platforms Roku and DirecTV have
banned Russian state channels. 

Over two years, the Russia/Ukraine war has been
extending, over time exceeding the expectations
and analyses of major war evaluators and critics. 

They end up bringing with them international
revelations from countries and leaders regarding
their direct and indirect involvement and
interests in this conflict. 

Now, it is no longer about the two countries at
war, but about how much their supporters are
willing to support. 

On one side sanctions, on the other sales of
weapons and war equipment, in addition to
financial support, meanwhile, society is suffering
the direct impact and irreparable losses. Several
deaths are recorded every day, in addition to the
destruction wherever the war spreads. As for the
victims, the innocent and defenseless civilians
they turn to, the sanctions or the investors in
war? 

Sources: 
https://www.cnnbrasil.com.br/internacional/joe-
biden-faz-pronunciamento-sobre-invasao-a-
ucrania/ 
https://forbes.com.br/forbes-
money/2022/03/quais-sao-as-sancoes-contra-
a-russia-e-seus-impactos-economicos/ 

https://www.cnnbrasil.com.br/internacional/joe-biden-faz-pronunciamento-sobre-invasao-a-ucrania/
https://www.cnnbrasil.com.br/internacional/joe-biden-faz-pronunciamento-sobre-invasao-a-ucrania/
https://www.cnnbrasil.com.br/internacional/joe-biden-faz-pronunciamento-sobre-invasao-a-ucrania/
https://www.cnnbrasil.com.br/internacional/joe-biden-faz-pronunciamento-sobre-invasao-a-ucrania/
https://forbes.com.br/forbes-money/2022/03/quais-sao-as-sancoes-contra-a-russia-e-seus-impactos-economicos/
https://forbes.com.br/forbes-money/2022/03/quais-sao-as-sancoes-contra-a-russia-e-seus-impactos-economicos/
https://forbes.com.br/forbes-money/2022/03/quais-sao-as-sancoes-contra-a-russia-e-seus-impactos-economicos/
https://forbes.com.br/forbes-money/2022/03/quais-sao-as-sancoes-contra-a-russia-e-seus-impactos-economicos/


Zelensky 
Who is Volodymyr Olexandrovytch Zelensky? 

BY ROBERNO VIANNA 



Volodymyr Zelensky is a Ukrainian

politician and comedian who became

President of Ukraine in 2019. Before

entering politics, he was best known for his

work as a comedian and actor. Zelensky won

the presidential election on an anti-

corruption platform and promises of reform.

He took office in May 2019. 

Zelensky was born on January 25, 1978, in

Kryvyi Rih, Ukraine. He studied law at the

Kyiv National University of Economics, but

his true passion has always been comedy.

He rose to prominence as a comedian and

television producer in Ukraine, co-founding

the Kvartal 95 television production studio. 

His political career began in 2019, when he

ran for president of Ukraine as an outsider,

with no prior political experience. His

campaign stood out for its irreverent style

and use of social media. Zelensky won the

election with a landslide victory over then-

president Petro Poroshenko, reflecting the

electorate's desire for meaningful change. 

As president, Zelensky faced several challenges,

including the ongoing conflict with pro-Russian

separatists in eastern Ukraine and the need to

implement economic and anti-corruption

reforms. His approach and leadership style have

been the subject of debate, with some praising

his energy and willingness to challenge the

status quo, while others express concerns about

his inexperience and ability to tackle the

complex challenges facing the country. 



His election was seen by many as a desire

by the Ukrainian people for radical change

and a fight against endemic corruption in

the country. Since taking office, Zelensky

has faced significant challenges, including

the war in eastern Ukraine, the issue of

Russia's annexation of Crimea, and the

need to implement political, economic,

and social reforms. 

Zelensky is also known for his innovative

approach to using social media and

communicating directly with the public.

He frequently uses platforms such as

Facebook and Instagram to communicate

with Ukrainian citizens, share updates

about his administration, and promote his

policies and initiatives. His presidency has

been marked by a mix of reform attempts,

geopolitical challenges, and a leadership

style that seeks to connect directly with

the people. 

In addition to his career in comedy

and politics, Volodymyr Zelensky is

also a businessman. He is a co-founder

of Kvartal 95 Studio, an entertainment

production company that produces

popular television programs in

Ukraine. Before becoming president,

Zelensky was best known for his

performances on comedy shows,

including "Servant of the People," in

which he played a history professor

who accidentally became president of

Ukraine.





The Desires of the “New Tsar”: 

What does Vladimir Putin aim

for and its consequences for the

West BY RODRIGO ARRUDA 



With the Russian advances on Ukrainian
territory and the increase in tensions
between Moscow and the West, the
question that remains is: what does the
president of the Russian Federation
actually aim for, and what risks for the
West and the maintenance of the current
balance of geopolitical forces he poses?
represent? Are we on the verge of an
expansionist venture? Are we alarmed
about a world war for nothing? And what
is the role of the West in this endeavor? 

There are many questions, and analysts
work hard looking for a clue here, a sign
there, to try to put together an
increasingly complex and multifaceted
puzzle. Our intention here is not to
exhaust the subject, but simply to
contextualize the relations between the
Russian Federation and the West so that
we can carry out a predictive analysis of
the next steps in this dispute. 

However, as we well know, NATO persists
to this day and has persuaded more and
more former Soviet republics to join its
military alliance, reaching the point of
having as members the Baltic countries
(Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania), the
Republic Czech, Croatia, Hungary, and
Bulgaria, among others. 

As for Russia, first Boris Yeltsin, during
the 1990s and his successor Vladimir
Putin in the 2000s, tried on several
occasions to join the institution, notably
after realizing that it would not be
extinguished to create a new alliance with
all countries in the world. 

On several occasions, the Russian leader
received a positive nod from his North
American counterpart. However, the
official response always said “It is not the
right time”. 

Understanding that he would not be welcome
in the alliance, at the same time that his former
allies were giving up territory for the
construction of military bases for Western
powers on their borders, Vladimir Putin
decided to increase the tone of his speeches
and expand military relations with its allies,
notably Belarus, Serbia, Kazakhstan and
Ukraine itself, to stop Western advances
towards its borders, in addition to expanding
its relations with other neighbors, such as
China. 

Historical context: 
With the dissolution of the Soviet Union
(USSR) in 1991, the world was faced with the
need for a rearrangement of forces, and for a
long period, the United States of America
(USA) proved to be the hegemonic power. On
the Russian side, there were numerous
negotiations to extinguish the Warsaw Pact – a
military alliance of the hitherto members and
allies of the USSR – with the promise of
extinguishing its Western counterpart, NATO
(North Atlantic Treaty Organization). 



In addition to the military advance by NATO,
another consequence of the end of the USSR
was the transition from North American
hegemony to a multipolar world. After a period
in which no one was a match for the USA and
no one competed with it, poles of power began
to emerge, poles like we had never seen before.
In addition to nations becoming stronger, such
as Russia itself, recovering, China with record
growth, we had the European Union gaining
more and more strength and even companies
and people, such as Big Techs and their
founders with the ability to influence the
world. 

In this scenario, the plans of the globalists and
the agendas of the New World Order and woke
culture began to gain strength, and the
globalization of thought spread across the
West. 

In this context, the most diverse identity
agendas, counterculture, and the destruction of
the traditional family, as well as countless
other agendas tending to the subjugation and
indebtedness of the population, gain strength,
and all this in the name of democracy and
freedom, the leaders who promoted, and still
promote, such policies almost always claim to
be democratic and “governments of love”.
Labeling opponents fascists or worse.

Seeing this scenario destroying the
national identity of a large part of the
West, the greatest leader of the Russian
Federation, being sovereignist, that is,
defending the identity, individuality, and
autonomy of each nation (its
sovereignty), and being extremely
conservative, met with its State
leadership to prevent such agendas from
entering Russian territory, keeping its
population faithful to the culture and
values   traditionally worshiped in their
country. 

With that, Globalist leaders, notably from
Western Europe and the USA, began to
attack the Moscow government, as if it
were committing the greatest atrocities
on Earth. In fact, in the game of
geopolitics, there are no heroes or
villains, everyone commits excesses in
some way. 

 The issue is that currently, about the so-called
democrats or “rulers of love”, excesses are
forgiven by globalists, as they would be “in the
name of democracy”, while for conservatives
they would be excesses out of evil. When what
happens, in most cases, is precisely the
opposite, sovereignists seek freedom much
more than globalists, they just don't have
media influence, as Putin himself commented
in his interview with journalist Tucker Carlson. 

Globalists X Sovereignists: 



Combined with this, the meager growth of the
Euro Zone, at around 0.6% in 2023, and the
unpopularity of globalist governments that cling
to the office with the support of the Judiciary, as
well as the growing advance of sovereignists and
conservatives around the world, it is likely that
Vladimir Putin will find allies to defeat the
globalists without the need for military advances,
and we will once again have a balance of poles in
world geopolitics. 

 Given the scenario thus far, it is clear that Putin's
next steps are towards defeating the globalists,
notably those within the European Union, and to
this end, there may even be an expansionist
movement towards the Heartland, a region of
Eurasia that comprises Europe mainly Ukraine,
Poland and part of the Czech Republic, but its
ambition is not expansionist but sovereignist. 

This means that if it is possible to defeat the
globalists by other means, as we have seen the
populations themselves rebelling in Europe,
Vladimir Putin will not need such a movement,
given that his interest is much more in preserving
his country, his people and his allies than starting
a world war. 

Many may be wondering, if this were true, why
did Putin invade Ukraine and declare war on the
globalists now? 
Well, the answer to that is simple, the United
Nations 2030 agenda is approaching, which in
poetic terms is beautiful, but in practical terms, it
will cause misery and destruction, as the
globalists aim for. 

Next Steps for Putin and
the Conservatives: 
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in Intelligence and State Security from the
Academy of Foreign Intelligence of the Russian
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Compliance in Business Management from
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Brazil (Corporate and Environmental
Intelligence Agency), University Professor and

Writer.

Rodrigo Vieira das Neves de Arruda



INTERVIEW
ANALYSIS



Por Thomas Korontai

1. HISTORY – Putin intelligently told the
History of Russia and Ukraine from the
beginning, to make cause-and-effect
connections through contextualization. 

2. Ukraine is made up of Russian people,
but an important western part of the
country is now Hungarian. The territory
was removed from Hungary after World
War I. There are currently around 200,000
Hungarians living there, which may have
been much more than 100 years ago. Putin
talked about this, and it was possible to
see that he could recognize Hungary's right
to eventually recover the territory.  

3. Putin said that Ukraine is a country
artificially created by forces that want to
undermine Russian defenses. Those who
know what is happening beyond the media
dominated by interests far from the truth
know much more than what this all
means. Lots of manipulation. I don't want
to say that Russia is good, but it's clear
that Putin is the guy assigned to do the
job he's been doing. Who knows what I'm
talking about between the lines, knows... 

TUCKER SWANSON MCNEAR CARLSON, AN AMERICAN
CONSERVATIVE POLITICAL COMMENTATOR AND ANALYST,
WENT TO THE KREMLIN TO RECORD AN OPEN
CONVERSATION WITH VLADIMIR PUTIN.



4. Tucker asked Putin why he so often
mentions that North American presidents
don't fulfill agreements because the elites
are in charge, and the answer was simple:
the CIA is in charge. For those who
understand, you know that the agency is
at the service of the Deep State and not
the Republic. 

5. Another fact cited by Putin was about
NATO's unfulfilled promises, always
advancing its weapons lines closer to
Russia, which is why they created Ukraine,
and now finance the war with hundreds of
billions from North American and European
taxpayers. 

6. He mentioned how the Coup d’Etat –
Coup d’état occurred in Ukraine, when
they demanded a third round in the 20-14
presidential elections, as the West wanted
a president not aligned with Russia. It was
the key to the retaking of Crimea. 

7. Putin listed everything they are doing
against Russia: 
Promoting separatism, NATO's advance on
Ukraine, threatening Russia, economic
sanctions, blocking billions of dollars from
the Russian government around the world,
preventing the use of the SWIFT key for
international transfers to harm foreign
trade, and even manufacturing ultrasonic
missiles aimed at Moscow. Putin said he
was always open to talking, but the
agencies are in charge, they want
something else. 



This caused the Russians to increase
their use of the ruble, already having
more than 30% of their foreign trade in
their currency, expand their
partnerships, agree with the Arabs on
the use of the ruble, create a new
transfer key (here you may be entering
the future QFS – Quantum Financial
System), went on to develop the fastest
ultrasonic missiles in the world (just to
inform you, 35 thousand km/hour!), and
helps to strengthen the BRICS, which has
already surpassed the G7 in GDP. 

8. Putin said that one of the culprits in
the failure to negotiate peace with
Ukraine, with the agreement ready and
drawn up in Istanbul, was the
interference of Boris Johnson, former
Prime Minister of England, that is, the
British Deep State is being revealed. Did
you think of the Queen, of the Fabianists
of London? Me too... 

9. The annexation of Dombas was for
humanitarian reasons because Zelensky's
neo-Nazis and ultra-nationalists were
relentlessly attacking the region. Because
everyone speaks Russian. 

10. He spoke a lot about the Nazification
of the people, imposed by
ultranationalists, aiming to create an
identity for them, since 80% of the
people or a little more identify
themselves as Russians, and the other
part, to the west of the territory,
identifies themselves as Hungarian. Putin
said that when he was still talking to
Zelensky, he asked him why, if his father
fought against the fascists and Nazis, and
he left him without an answer, or Putin
didn't want to say. However, several
neo-Nazis who were active in the Second
World War and who were from the
region, murderers of many people who
did not align with this, are honored with
statues in cities in Ukrainian territory. He
even spoke of an elderly neo-Nazi
honored in the Canadian parliament,
under the command of Trudeau, another
criminal. 



11. They talked about the Nord Stream
explosions – to which Putin asked: who
do you think blew up the much-needed
gas pipelines for Europe? Putin indicated
the action of the CIA or European-style
agencies. After all, the idea was to
create all the conditions for World War
III, but the European egg did not fall for
this. 

12. Putin said that the USD (dollar) will
end up becoming a weapon against the
Americans themselves, especially
because they voraciously print money to
finance wars and already have an
internal debt of more than USD 33
trillion. He remembered the Roman
Empire, giving the idea that its
permissiveness and moral corruption
ended and that currently, the speed of
historical cycles is much greater than in
Roman times. 

13. Finally, when asked about AI, genetics,
and Elon Musk, Putin said that Humanity
needs to know the limit. As with nuclear
weapons, such limits will have to be
discussed, and morality would be the way
forward, that is, not moving away from
God. 

14. One point I remembered was when
Tucker Carlson asked him about the fact
that Putin is a Christian and yet kills
people, contradicting the peace and love
preached by Jesus. Putin said it is a moral
and Christian obligation to defend his
family and his homeland and the values   he
considers correct. 

15. Putin also said that the West still
believes it can beat Russia, but he warned
that this is impossible. 



Putin left several messages, which will
have to be identified and extracted
through reviews of the interview. 

Carlson seemed to me to lose emotional
control at times, as he was unable to
corner Putin. But, perhaps this was not the
objective, it could be that it was a
journalistic technique to enhance the
event that was awaited with a show of the
century. Europe, through Deep State
agents, banned T. Carlson from entering
the continent. 

It's a shame that Putin didn't talk about
the tunnels, the children, the
adrenochrome, the biolabs. Perhaps the
dosage of making these themes official will
have to be homeopathic. Or there is
another strategy behind this? 

The fact is that, within Putin's focus on
removing from Russia the hood that
Carlson insisted on putting on them until
the last question, a lot was revealed to the
audience that followed. Anyone who wrote
down what he said can research it. I didn't
know, for example, that part of the
Ukrainian territory had been Hungarian.
Nor can Ukraine be an artificial country,
with no identity except the Russian
identity itself. 

On the other hand, Putin has made it clear
that there are powerful elites who control
the global chessboard, and that he is at
war with this. 
Let's digest more. Maybe I'll watch it again
as soon as a well-translated version with
subtitles in English and Portuguese
appears. I will not believe in “dubbing by
artificial intelligence” like they did with
Milei in Davos, because then that’s asking
to be called a muggle... 

The globalists already know they will lose.
But they will go down shooting. Careful. 
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OPINION



ANDREA SCHIMIDT

AGENDA 2030 
 THE FEEDING. 

The UN's 2030 agenda is a global plan to
supposedly achieve a better world for all people
and nations, using agendas with a deadline for
large-impact changes to occur, under the
pretext that climate problems are being caused
mainly by the agricultural and livestock
industries.

The 2030 agenda was established at a United
Nations General Assembly, held in September
2015, in New York. The sustainable development
agenda and its objectives are very noble. Even
though all member countries have the right to
vote, and are not obliged to comply with the
agenda, elections in some countries are
influenced by countries that lead the world
economy, so entities and political
representatives are responsible for
implementing the agenda, within their interests. 

One of the 17 goals of the 2030 agenda is to end
hunger and promote sustainable agriculture in the
world – the so-called Zero Hunger. To have a better
understanding of the goals that are within this
objective of eradicating hunger, it is important to
consider and describe some relevant points for
discussion, especially when talking about Brazil.

ZERO
HUNGER



One of the goals proposes: - “End hunger, ensuring
year-round access to safe and nutritious food for all
people and children. Meet the nutritional needs of
adolescents, pregnant women, and the elderly, ending
malnutrition in children under 5 years of age by
2025.” Given this guideline, we can ask why, in the
face of so many rules and actions, hunger has
increased in the world. We went through a pandemic,
where people were prevented from working,
producing, and planting. Nature has its dynamics and,
when we set objectives assuming that we will have
control over everything, it shows us that it has its own
will, which does not depend on our decisions. 

Another interesting fact in the same context of goals
is that in the last decade, the concentration of income
has increased absurdly. There was an increase in the
number of families holding wealth in the world, but
reduced distribution to those most in need and who
would be the focus of the agenda. This went in the
opposite direction of the objective, so we can deduce
that this goal has already failed or, what would be
worse, it may be working very well for those who
proposed it. 

Another noble goal of the 2030 Agenda is to “Double
agricultural productivity and the income of small
producers, guaranteeing access to credit and safe
and equal access to land. Ensure sustainable food
production systems with resilient agricultural
practices that increase productivity and production,
help maintain ecosystems, strengthen the capacity to
adapt to climate change, and progressively improve
the quality of the land. Maintain the genetic diversity
of seeds, cultivated plants, farmed and domesticated
animals, and their respective wild species, including
through diversified and well-managed seed and plant
banks at national, regional, and international levels,
and ensure access and fair sharing and equitable
benefits arising from the use of genetic resources
and associated traditional knowledge, as
internationally agreed”. 



How can we double agricultural productivity with
restrictions on the use of technologies in
production? While we know that productivity will
hardly be higher than that achieved with high
investments and, even so, nature often goes against
it? 
How can we guarantee access to credit, when we
are not even able to resolve agrarian issues in our
country? 

When we consider the areas of agrarian reform, there
is an even worse scenario, where Brazil, with around
ten thousand settlements, with an area of   
approximately 89 million hectares, continues to have
a growing movement to take land to be used for
reform. , with no progress in land titling. The
regularization of these lands does not seem to be the
objective, given the low number of titles delivered
since the implementation of INCRA. There is a great
demand for the delivery of titles to beneficiaries,
allowing them to leave the informal sector and work
on their land more professionally, with technical
assistance and the ability to feed their families and
generate income. Irregularities and little progress are
easily detected in the Institute's reports, which are
made available on federal government portals in a
flawed manner (GOV.BR). In general, there has been
little evolution in the objectives since the
implementation of the Institute (1989), where a large
proportion of families in settlements require
government assistance for basic maintenance. 

We know that Brazilian flora and fauna are extremely
rich and are part of our sovereignty, but we are
allowing countries that have a great interest to take
away our power, say, and decision about what is ours. 



Now, a final item of the 2030 Agenda goals, it will be
possible to “adopt measures to ensure the adequate
functioning of food commodity markets and their
derivatives, and facilitate timely access to market
information, including on food reserves, to help limit
extreme volatility in food prices”? Would it be possible
to “correct and prevent trade restrictions and
distortions in world agricultural markets, in an impartial
and egalitarian manner”, without there being bi or
multilateral interest? 
Brazil, in its position of being collaborative and open to
change, often allows, due to a lack of awareness and
knowledge among the population, that we have a loss of
rights transfigured into “global” aid and good intentions.
Food security matters, and they are putting a lot of
effort into something so important. 

The human mind is easily conditioned, especially with
strategic information from the enemy and with food
restrictions. We need to prevent this from happening,
otherwise, we will stop questioning, and complaining, we
will bother less, we will work more and we will be
grateful for each day's ration... 

The human mind is easily conditioned,
especially with strategic information from the
enemy and with food restrictions. We need to
prevent this from happening, otherwise, we will
stop questioning, and complaining, we will
bother less, we will work more and we will be
grateful for each day's ration... 
We are on a progressive agenda of a few strong
dominating capitalists, bringing us an agenda
disguised as good feelings and equality
between human beings. As we have abandoned
dog syndrome, which was imposed on us with a
distorted history of colonization, we are
vulnerable. 
However, we are in times of change, of awakening, to
be a great nation. Our country has all the necessary
resources, genetics, land, water, minerals, and much
more, all that is missing is a part of the population
becoming vigorous and aware of its real potential. A
population that frees itself from the distractions that
are being imposed on us, in rediscovering the real
values   and objectives of living as a strong Nation,
which is our vocation. 



BY ROBERTO VIANNA
I was here thinking about everything
that is happening in this first year of
the leftist red government, to
everything that Brazil and its people
are being subjected to and I am simply
disturbed by people's apathy, omission,
and lack of proactivity. 

How can we passively accept the
“decondemnation” of the greatest
corruption in the history of Brazil? How
can we passively accept all of Alexandre
de Moraes' excesses, the usurpation of
freedom of expression, the true muzzled
press? How can we accept without
reaction the campaign promise regarding
income tax exemption for those who
receive up to R$5,000 and this doesn't
happen? How can we accept a lower
minimum wage than incarceration
assistance? How can we find an
exponential increase in the number of
ministries normal or banal, the vast majority
of which are made up of processed
elements? And the “clean record” law? Has
it become used toilet paper, in the same
way as the Constitution? 

 “BRAZILIAN

COWARDICE” 
Why do people accept being ruled by a
political class that is completely moral,
when the right thing would be for the
US to be the bosses and for this class
to work specifically for the US? Why
don't all the businesspeople who still
have a minimum of character, the
agricultural sector (which was so
ruined by the thief), the truck drivers,
and all the members of civil society
who can, simply stay at home? 

This was the advice we listened to
exhaustively during the pandemic, so why
not follow it now that we are on the brink
of the abyss? Has no one noticed that we
are all going down the drain? That those
who voted for this gang and those who
didn't will have the same fate? 



It is not necessary to block roads or cities
or create “visible” chaos, giving rise to
penalties. Just create invisible chaos, with
streets, cities, and roads completely clear,
no depredation, no violence. Just a
monstrous silent and indeterminate
protest, until the country is led according
to what is fair, normal, and necessary.
Then, when the general shortage begins,
with the consequent reduction in the
collection of these exorbitant taxes, we
will see who will win this arm wrestling. 

Until when will Brazilians accept being
raped day in and day out, in every possible
way, without any reaction? Just silently
obeying??? Is this what it means to live in
a democracy???? 

Unfortunately, I am not a businessman
who manufactures a vital product, and if
he decided to simply stop his company, the
entire country would be affected, and
perhaps this attitude could shake up this
widespread apathy a little. 

So, all I can do is express my indignation
by writing. 

As long as they let it. 



By Dr. Germano Martins Ramos Neto Urgent and emergency
doctor taking care of the lives of police officers and drug
traffickers for 17 years.

Current
scenario 

It is widely recognized that in the
current government situation,
permeated by a communist
dictatorship, the resolution of
issues related to the insurgency of
the armed forces and police
forces is crucial, since such
conflicts are inherent to the
perpetuation of the drug
trafficking regime. 

It is pertinent to note that there is
widespread apathy toward
introducing significant changes
and promoting fair and
meritocratic elections for the
three government branches. This
lack of interest reflects the
prevalence of nominations to the
detriment of meritocratic criteria. 

As long as the Federal Supreme Court
(STF) holds authority for life and
influences the armed forces, the
police forces, the judicial system, the
legislature, the drug trafficking
environment, the senate, and the
parliament, the republic finds itself in
a state of institutional bankruptcy. In
this sense, holding democratic
elections becomes ineffective, even
under the presumption of fairness at
the polls, since democracy has been
weakened for a long time. 



It is common knowledge, however,
that the population tends to adopt
a peaceful stance in the face of
these adversities. Authorities,
armed forces, and police forces
enjoy job security guaranteed by
the State, which sustains the
current order. 

It is important to highlight that
traffickers with lower purchasing
power are, in many cases, victims
of a lack of opportunities,
examples, and government
incentives. Both these and police
agents are subject to the same
spheres of leadership. 

In a context in which blasphemy
against Jesus Christ occurs in a
city that houses the largest statue
of Christ the Redeemer in the
world, the collusion of the
authorities in this scenario
becomes evident, demanding
divine intervention in this conflict. 

It is undeniable that effective change
will only be possible through armed
conflict, as it is urgent to reformulate
the process of selecting members of
the Federal Supreme Court, as the
Senate and parliament are
subordinate to this body, to the
detriment of the public interest, while
enjoying perks and privileges. 

The dismantling of the middle class
and the resulting suffering of the
lower class are direct reflections of
these harmful policies since the
subsistence of the lower class is
often linked to the financial
stability of the middle class. 

Given this situation, it is
regrettable to observe the
widespread apathy of the
population, which, paradoxically,
celebrates events such as carnival,
ignoring the serious issues that are
plaguing the nation. 

It is my conviction that, if strong
measures are not adopted,
including an eventual civil war, it is
unlikely that we will witness a
satisfactory resolution to these
dilemmas. Therefore, decisive
action by the armed forces and
police forces, or by individuals
committed to such institutions, is
necessary. 

This is my democratic analysis,
supported by the urgency of structural
reforms and the incessant search for
justice and equity in our society. 



  BLOOD, SISTERBLOOD, SISTER
AND...AND...  BRAZILBRAZILBRAZIL

Brazil has never been, is not, and may
never be a serious country. No
government in 524 years has seemed to
know the true meaning of the words
"priority" or "indispensable." 

Laws exist, even with a wealth of
details, but justice (which is the purpose
of the law) goes a long way. Very far
away. We can see some different
examples: 

 - The total lack of security throughout
the country, legislation that no longer
copes with such violence, cases, and
more cases of crimes that we see every
day, are treated just as statistics, and
that's all there is to it. 

 - Every year heavy rains always bring
flooding, disruption, destruction, and deaths,
but absolutely no government invests heavily
in infrastructure works to at least minimize
the effects of floods. Blame nature, next year
more and more people will die or lose
everything, and be patient. As someone has
said: “Work under the ground doesn’t get you
a vote”. 

In recent times, the only mad passion of
these true leeches is simply to destroy rights,
to make the already meager retirement as
difficult as possible, never even considering
ending any privilege whatsoever. There is no
sense of SETTING AN EXAMPLE. 

  CARNIVAL."  CARNIVAL."

BY ROBERTO VIANNA 



There are two parallel realities: that of
the rarefied sphere of the political
class, where deprivation, difficulty,
illness, insecurity, unemployment, or
lack of money are not enough. In the
other reality, these are the only items
that exist. And, the way they act, their
only and tireless job is to never allow
this situation to change. 

Unfortunately, the government doesn't
think about people, companies don't
think about people and people don't
think about people. We are in the
second year of this "government", which
continues to be surrounded by the
dirtiest and most incompetent in
politics. A parliament that has no
morals to implement anything, and that,
on the other hand, doesn't make a move
to change what is urgent, fair, and
necessary. 

Given all this, what do the people do?
Without even thinking about those who
have already started the year in
suffering, or those who have left,
victims of tragedies or violence, or not
worrying about what is to come, they
will stop for four days, to sing and
samba, directing the entire energy to
absolutely nothing. 

And what are you going to celebrate?
Being Brazilian?? 

May God have mercy on these people.
They certainly don't know what they're
doing. 



CULTURE
RELIGION



Bolshevik Revolution

CLAUDIA CARREGARO

I PART - February Revolution
At the time of the revolution, Russia was
an autocracy, with Tsar Nicholas II
holding absolute power over his people.
Its political, social, and economic
structures were extremely backward
compared to other European countries.
Food shortages and military failures in
the early 20th century caused strikes
and riots that were often brutally
repressed. The Revolution of 1905 led to
some reforms, including the
establishment of a Duma (legislative
assembly), but there was still no real
democracy in Russia.

The most famous
revolution at the

beginning of the 20th
century, was the

revolution that removed
the Tsars from power by

Bolshevik groups, as
the Russians call it: The
October Revolution of

1917.

Russia's entry into World War I was initially
supported by the majority of Russians.
However, its infrastructure struggled to cope
with the demands of war. Russian industry
depended almost entirely on imports. When
Germany and its Turkish allies blockaded
Russia's eastern ports, its rail, electrical and
supply systems broke down. There were not
enough workers to gather the crops and
there was a serious food shortage.

https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158


On February 22, 1917, metalworkers in
Petrograd (St. Petersburg) went on strike. They
were joined the next day by women protesters
who were marching against food rationing. More
protesters and strikers participated and around
200,000 filled the city's streets, demanding the
replacement of the tsar and an end to the war.
Eventually, almost all industry in Petrograd was
closed. The tsar ordered the commander of the
Petrograd garrison, General Khahalov, to
suppress the riots by force. But the city's troops
refused. They rioted and joined the protesters.
Having lost the support of the army and on the
advice of his army chiefs and ministers, the Tsar
abdicated for himself and his son on 2 March
1917. His brother refused to succeed to the
throne, marking the end of the Tsarist regime.

The October Revolution of 1917 in Russia: The
armed overthrow of the Provisional
Government and the coming to power of the
Bolshevik Party, which proclaimed the
establishment of Soviet power, the beginning
of the liquidation of capitalism, and the
transition to socialism.

PART II - October Revolution of 1917
The October Revolution was preceded by
the February Revolution of 1917, which
overthrew the autocracy. In the course of
the February Revolution and after it,
Soviets of Workers' and Soldiers' Deputies,
Soviets of Peasants' Deputies, soldiers'
committees in the field army and rear
garrisons were formed by the revolutionary
masses throughout the country.

According to Douglas Murray's Book, when
Nicholas II abdicated, a provisional
government was established by Prince
Lvov, who wished to base his government
of the country on the American model.
However, it gave way to the Kerensky
regime, a supposedly democratic socialist
who perhaps warmed up the communists. 
One of the biggest sponsors of the
revolution was Jacob Schiff, both to
overthrow the Czars and to overthrow
Kerensky, not only that, there is evidence
that the partners of J.P. Morgan and the
partners of Rockefeller. 

Bolshevik, (Russian: "One of the Majority")
member of a wing of the Russian Social
Democratic Labor Party, which was led by
Vladimir Lenin. They took the name
Bolsheviks and nicknamed their opponents
Mensheviks ("those in the minority").

https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158
https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enc1p/34158


The Bolsheviks became increasingly
popular among urban workers and soldiers
in Russia after the February Revolution
(1917), especially after April, when Lenin
returned to the country from Europe with a
suitcase of money estimated at 5 to 6
million dollars in gold, demanding
immediate peace and that the workers'
councils, or soviets, take power.
Lenin with a single objective, to install the
dictatorship of the proletariat, determined
his own strictly organized faction, however,
he also alienated many of his fellow
Bolsheviks, who wished to carry out non-
revolutionary activities or who disagreed
with Lenin about political tactics and the
infallibility of the proletariat. orthodox
Marxism.

The uprising was timed to coincide with the
beginning of the work of the Second
Congress of Soviets of Workers', Peasants',
and Soldiers' Deputies and began in
Petrograd on the night of November 6-7
(October 24-25, old-style) 1917. In addition
to the Bolsheviks, other left-wing parties
also participated. From the beginning, the
rebels managed to isolate the government,
preventing units loyal to it from
approaching. Firstly, bridges, post offices,
telegraphs, railway stations, a power plant,
and the State Bank were seized. On the
morning of November 7 (October 25, old
style), the entire city, except the Winter
Palace, was in the hands of the insurgents.
The head of the Provisional Government,
Alexander Kerensky, fled the city to gather
troops loyal to him.
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On the morning of November 7, Lenin's
proclamation "To the citizens of Russia"
was published, which announced the
transfer of power to the Petrograd Soviet.
On the afternoon of November 7,
insurgents occupied the Mariinsky Palace,
where the Pre-Parliament was located, and
dissolved it; Sailors occupied the Military
Port and the Main Admiralty, where the
Naval General Staff were imprisoned. On
the night of November 7-8 (October 25-26,
old style), at the signal of the cruiser
Aurora, revolutionary detachments took
the Winter Palace and arrested the
Provisional Government. The revolt
developed almost bloodlessly. Only during
the siege of the Winter Palace were rifle
shots heard and artillery shots thundered.

Romanov family in colorized image - Disclosure / Klimbim

Immediately after the October Revolution,
the Bolsheviks refused to share power with
other revolutionary groups, except the Left
Socialist Revolutionaries; ultimately they
suppressed all rival political organizations.
They changed their name to the Russian
Communist Party (from the Bolsheviks) in
March 1918; to All-Union Communist Party (of
the Bolsheviks) in December 1925; and to the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union in
October 1952.

On July 17, 1918, the Russian imperial family
of Romanovs was executed by members of
the Bolshevik leadership. Tsar Nicholas II, his
wife, and their five children were shot at the
Ipatiev House in Yekaterinburg, where they
were under house arrest following the 1917
Russian Revolution.

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Abram-Moiseyevich-Deborin
https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/what-was-the-february-revolution
https://ru.wikipedia.org/ wiki https://ria.ru/20181107/1532181897.html Book
by Garry Allen - Politics Ideology and Conspiracies /CIA-RDP78-
03061A000400010005-3.pdf

ROMANOV
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Matryoshka
Family, hope and the cycle of life. 

Pronunciation of the word "Matrioska" can
be a challenge for Portuguese speakers,
especially because of the "ch" sound that
does not exist in the language. The most
widespread form in the West, "matrióska",
with the "s" sounding like "z", is incorrect.
The correct pronunciation is "matriôchka",
with the "ch" sounding like the Portuguese
"x". 
The difficulty with pronunciation is
understandable, as the Russian "ch" sound
is not equivalent to any sound in
Portuguese. A tip for pronouncing it
correctly is to try to imitate the "tch"
sound in English, as in the word "church". 

Another tip is to pay attention to the
pronunciation of native Russian speakers
in online videos or audios. 
The Russian doll, which is currently one of
the most famous objects in the world, was
originally designed as a children's toy, but
over time it became something more
symbolic. 

BY RODRIGO ABRAHÃO



Each doll contains the representation
of a generation, symbolizing ancestry
and descent. By fitting the dolls
together, we visualize the family
lineage, from the oldest roots to the
youngest shoots. Matrioskas reminds
us of the importance of family, the
bond between its members, and the
history that unites them. 

The smallest doll, hidden inside all the
others, represents hope. It symbolizes
the future, new possibilities, and the
promise of a new beginning.
Matrioskas invites us to have faith in
the future, even in challenging times. 

The dolls, in their circular shape,
represent the cycle of life, with their
beginnings, ends, and beginnings. The
largest doll, which contains all the
others, symbolizes the wisdom and
experience accumulated throughout
life. The smaller ones, in turn,
represent the innocence and vitality of
youth. Matrioskas invites us to reflect
on the cyclical nature of life and the
importance of enjoying each moment. 
The first Matrioska was created in 1890
by Russian craftsman Sergei Maliutin.
Her inspiration came from Japanese
dolls called "Fukuruma" or "Okiagari-
koboshi", which also fit the bill. The
name "Matrioska" is a diminutive of
"Matryona", a female name popular in
19th century Russia, "mama",
"respectable lady" or "mother of a large
family". 

The first Matrioska was
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Curiosities: 
The largest "Matriochka" in the world is in
China Near the border between Russia
and China, in the Chinese city of
Manzhouli, there is a shopping mall and
an amusement park called "Matriochka",
which has the largest Russian doll in the
world, according to data officers. It is 30
meters tall. 
The main "matriochka" is surrounded by
eight smaller dolls and 200 even smaller
figures. Furthermore, the vast majority of
modern "matriochkas" are also made in
China. 

The double meaning 
Russian artists often played with the
concept of "matriochka" to include irony
in their creations. Even before the
Revolution, there were dolls like the bride
and groom with LOTS of relatives inside.
In 1912, to celebrate the centenary of the
Patriotic War of 1812, matriochkas of
Kutuzov and Napoleon were made with
their armies inside. 
After Perestroika, artisans began to
create Russian dolls representing
famous politicians from around the
world. It's very easy to find "matriochkas"
featuring Lenin, Trump, and Putin in local
souvenir shops. 

The key to a "matryoshka" is choosing
the right wood 
A "matriochka" starts with the right
wood. The most suitable tree for
making the doll is the Linden tree.
However, some manufacturers also use
birch, aspen, or larch wood. The tree
should be cut down in early spring or
winter when it has little or no sap. The
bottom of the doll is made of wood
that has been dried for two to three
years. The top is made of fresh wood,
which will dry later: that's why the doll
is so tight! 



PYSANKA  
The ancient art of painting Easter eggs.

Eggs are an Easter symbol in many
cultures, coming in different forms:
chocolate, boiled and embedded in a
cake, or with various “fillings” in painted
bird eggshells. Chocolate just gave a new
look to an old tradition. 

The egg is often associated with legends and
myths about the creation of the universe.
This is due not only to the fact that it is the
seed that contains the vital germ but also to
its round shape, without beginning or end.
The gem was associated with the sun,
another source of life. Because it is so closely
linked to life, regeneration, rebirth, fertility,
vigor, and, of course, spring, the egg has
become a symbol of Easter throughout
Europe. 

The arrival of spring was celebrated
by almost all people in the northern
hemisphere, more or less at the same
time of year as the Jewish Passover. It
is believed that the Israelites
themselves when they were still a
pagan people, held these celebrations,
which eventually transformed into the
monotheistic Easter. The beginning of
spring is breeding time, both for birds
and mammals such as rabbits. The
large quantity of eggs and/or
offspring produced by these animals
came to be seen as a symbol of the
fertility that accompanies this phase
of the year. Although it may seem
strange, the connection between
rabbits or hares and eggs was made
because the burrows of these animals
resemble, in some cases, bird nests,
leading to the idea that rabbits would
also lay eggs. 
Thanks to these associations, the custom of
exchanging bird eggs (chicken, goose, duck,
ostrich), decorated as gifts during Easter
festivities, developed. 



Pysanka, also known as pêssankas, are hand-
colored eggs with origins dating back to pre-
Christian times in Slavic culture. Its name
derives from the Ukrainian verb party, which
means "to write". And they represent life,
health, fertility, and prosperity. Each symbol
and color used to decorate eggs has a specific
meaning: 

Cores: 
Red: Life, health, and love. 
Yellow: Prosperity and wealth. 
Blue: Sky, water, and protection. 
Green: Nature, growth and renewal. 
White: Purity and innocence. 

Symbols: 
Triangle: Holy Trinity. 
Cross: Faith and protection. 
Stars: Hope and guide. 
Flowers: Beauty and fertility. 
Leaves: Growth and abundance. 

The tradition of decorating Easter eggs with
ancient hand-painting techniques has been
passed down from generation to generation.
Making pysanka is a ritual that involves
concentration, faith, and positivity. 
In Ukraine, pysanka is considered a national
and cultural symbol. During Easter, families
get together to decorate eggs and celebrate
life. 

Sources: 
Love Design - Design amenities. blog: Ukrainian Easter
folk art THE THOUSAND-YEAR-OLD ART OF PAINTING
EASTER EGGS (alemanhaeamusica.com.br) 
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Due to conflicts in Dagestan, Chechnya,
Ingushetia, Kabardia-Balkaria Karachai-
Circassia, and, finally, Ukraine, many
Russians left the region and the number of
church members fell. However, of all
Christian communities, it is the Russian
Orthodox churches that experience the
least problems from the government. 
The last time Russia was on the World Watch
List (WL)* was in 2020, but it remains on the
Watch List. Persecution in Russia stems from
pressure and violence against Christians in
Muslim-majority regions. This is because
local leaders seek to ensure the dominance
of Islam. The country occupies the 62nd
position in the ranking. 

 [The World Persecution List is a document
published annually by Open Doors that
classifies the 50 countries that most
persecute Christians in the world. According
to LMP2024, the number of Christians facing
high levels of persecution and
discrimination because of their faith has
exceeded 365 million. That is, one in every
seven Christians in the world is persecuted]. 

Unregistered churches active in
evangelism may face obstructions in the
form of surveillance and interrogation
by local authorities. However, it is
native Christians of Muslim origin in
Muslim-majority regions who bear the
brunt of persecution both at the hands
of family and friends and the local
community. In some areas, they need to
keep their faith secret for fear of being
attacked and possibly killed. 
According to Rita*, a Russian Christian,
leader of an underground domestic
church, evangelism is prohibited in the
country and seen as a form of
proselytism and appropriation of
Western culture. She lives under
constant surveillance and suffers
continuous threats. “My life is in God’s
hands; every aspect of my life is in your
hands, including my safety.”, says the
Christian. 

religious persecutionreligious persecution
in RUSSIAin RUSSIA
by portas abertas



The most vulnerable Christian women in
Russia are those of Muslim origin. In Muslim
regions of Russia, everyday life is based on
religion, which gives women a lower status
of obedience to men in the family. Therefore,
a woman cannot freely choose her religion
and will be persecuted if she decides to
follow Jesus. 
When the Christian faith is discovered, the
first thing the family does is lock her in the
house and place high levels of pressure on
her to return to Islam. In the North
Caucasus, and to a lesser extent in the
central Volga region, female converts are
also at risk of being kidnapped and married
to a Muslim, particularly if premarital
arrangements are made before conversion.
However, these cases are relatively rare. 
Converts may also face threats, verbal
insults, physical abuse, and sexual assault,
but these are likely to go unreported due to
a widespread culture of domestic violence,
stigma surrounding sexual violence, and
impunity for perpetrators. A married
Christian woman may be physically attacked
by her husband and forced to divorce,
although no specific cases were reported in
the research period of the current World
Watch List. 
Those who leave the Russian Orthodox
Church (IOR) to join another Christian
denomination also face challenges from the
community of which they were part. They are
usually excommunicated and isolated,
especially if they marry men from other
denominations, which can traumatize
Christian women. 

How are women
persecuted in Russia? 



The many forms of discrimination and
persecution faced by Christians in Russia
primarily affect Christians of Muslim
origin in predominantly Muslim regions.
They may be threatened, attacked,
verbally harassed, and denied access to
community services. 
Men are considered the heads of their
families and are also usually the main
financial providers; This means that when
a Christian man loses his job due to
persecution, his entire family will suffer
the consequences. 
Businesses owned by Christians may also
face occasional problems. For example,
more frequent visits from officials such as
firefighters and the health department
are not uncommon.
Men also experience economic pressure as
they are forced to pay fines and be
imprisoned. The State considers non-IOR
pastors and church leaders to be primary
targets for causing severe pressure on the
wider Christian community. 
When churches are invaded, leaders are
detained, interrogated, and fined. This
often hurts entire congregations and can
result in the spread of fear among church
members. Typical accusations against
church leaders include “distributing
religious literature” and “carrying out
unspecified missionary activity.”

How are men
persecuted in Russia? 

Who persecutes Christians in
Russia? 
The types of persecution of Christians in
Russia are dictatorial paranoia, Islamic
oppression, clan oppression, and
denominational protectionism. The term “type
of persecution” is used to describe different
situations that cause hostility toward
Christians. 
The sources of persecution of Christians in
Russia are government officials, citizens and
gangs, political parties, leaders of ethnic
groups, non-Christian religious leaders,
relatives, and Christian religious leaders. The
“sources of persecution” are the
conductors/executors of hostilities, violent
or non-violent, against Christians. These are
usually smaller (radical) groups within the
broader group of adherents to a particular
worldview. 
The war against Ukraine has caused Christians
in both countries to suffer even more with a
conflict that has lasted two years
(02/24/2024). 



The Orthodox Church of Russia and
Ukraine have the same position regarding
the conflict between the countries. In
both countries, Ukraine and Russia, the
Orthodox Church has a strong presence.
A big difference between the current
situation in Ukraine and the days of
Soviet occupation is that President
Vladimir Putin's Russia is not an atheistic
state. In reality, to assert his
nationalism, Putin has been getting
closer to the Russian Orthodox Church
in recent years. 
Despite this, Orthodox Church leaders
often disapprove of the presence of other
denominations, including Baptists and
Roman Catholics, in a region they
consider rightfully theirs. There are also
feelings of unease in Ukraine, as the
Russian Orthodox Church has been
present there for more than a thousand
years. However, she has a rival. 
The Ukrainian Orthodox Church has been
around for approximately 500 years. And
in 2018, it was officially recognized by
the Ecumenical Patriarchate of
Constantinople as a legitimate Orthodox
church in its own right, finally cutting
ties with the Moscow Patriarchate. The
relationship between the two strands of
orthodox Christianity is not cordial, as
Alan Hall, who was president of
international development at Open
Doors at the time of the Iron Curtain,
recalls. “I can say that in my experience
during those years, there was no love
between the Russian and Ukrainian
Orthodox Churches,” he explains. 

What is the church
like in Ukraine and
Russia? 

According to an Open Doors persecution
analyst, this could cause problems. What
could happen if Ukraine enters Russian rule
again is that the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
will be under pressure to unite with Moscow.
However, he does not believe that the Russian
Orthodox Church maintains the same
influence in Russia today as it did in tsarist
days. The 70 years of atheistic communism have
eliminated much of the former influence that
the Russian Orthodox Church held over state
bodies. Furthermore, Putin never recognized it
as the official state church. 



Despite everything, the current invasion
seems to lead both Orthodox strands, along
with the entire Church of Christ in Ukraine,
to unite more. Statements from the Russian
and Ukrainian Orthodox Churches
condemned the invasion. The Greek
Orthodox Church and the Roman Catholic
Church said the same thing. Baptists asked
for prayer. Everyone agrees on this - no
Christian community supports Moscow. 
One issue on which there is no official
agreement is how Ukrainian Christians
should react to the invasion. Ordinary
citizens are grabbing guns and Molotov
cocktails, but what role should Christians
play? “We urgently need prayer so that
Christians in Ukraine hear the voice of the
Lord. May they receive direction and
wisdom in this situation and remain
steadfast, spreading the gospel despite
everything that is happening around them,”
says Alan. 
Pastor Victor Punin, who works in Kyiv,
said most Christians he knows are avoiding
any violent confrontation. “I would say
most of them wouldn’t want to pick up a gun
or kill others. They would rather leave
Ukraine.” 
Alan further asserts that although the
church broke free from Soviet persecution
in 1990, its passionate commitment to the
gospel was not erased by the relative ease
of the following decades. “I think people
will remain in the faith, and no matter how
young or old they are, the church will
remain. She will grow up and continue
living her Christian convictions.” 

churches in unity 



Russia is listed among the worst
violators of religious freedom 
Native Christians and ex-Muslims suffer
the most. Russia was included in the list
of Countries of Particular Concern,
drawn up through research and studies
by the US State Department. Every year,
the United States Department of State
publishes its list of Countries of
Particular Concern or CPCs. These are
countries that, in the estimation of the
United States government, practice or
tolerate systematic, continuous, and
flagrant violations of religious freedom.

Native ex-Muslim Christians are those
who most feel the weight of persecution
both at the hands of family and friends
and the local community and, in some
areas, have to keep their faith secret for
fear of being executed. Muslim families,
friends, and villagers especially exert
pressure on converts in Muslim regions,
while the government imposes
restrictions on church activities. 
The passage of anti-terrorism legislation
in Russia in July 2016 resulted in a total
ban on Jehovah's Witnesses in early 2017.
The restrictions imposed by this
legislation are increasingly affecting
Christians outside the Russian Orthodox
Church. Any connections Christians in
Russia have with churches and
organizations abroad are under
increasing surveillance and limitations. 

There, unregistered churches active in
evangelism may face difficulties and
interrogation by local authorities. An
Open Doors researcher said the US State
Department's decision to designate Russia
as a country where systematic and
egregious violations of religious freedom
occur is surprising. 



What do Russian Christians think about
the war against Ukraine? 
Russian Christian shares her point of view
on her country's conflict with Ukraine Is it
possible for Christians to love when there is
only hate on all sides? This is the reality for
Christians living in Russia. Among them is
Olya*, a Christian who shared their point of
view on the war against Ukraine. During the
conversation, she spoke about herself, her
family, and her church amid the current
difficult reality. According to the
Christians, they are against war and pray
for God to intervene and end the violence.
[interview given in May 2022. The Christian
was no longer located to update this data]
One of the difficulties faced by Russian
Christians is the hatred coming from all
parts of the world because of the conflict.

Open Doors: Olya, how do you see the
situation in the war between Russia and
Ukraine? How do you feel as a Christian? 
Initially, my family and I didn't believe this
was true. It seemed so crazy and impossible!
Certainly, we are against war and pray that
God will intervene and end the violence. It
is very difficult to accept that our country
started a war and is “destroying someone’s
home”. Another difficult thing to accept is
how this could have severe consequences
across the world. 
The first week was very difficult for me, I
cried every day when I found out about the
situation through the media and social
networks. They talked about the violence,
the suffering of Ukrainians, the refugees,
and the dead. I also heard that Christians
and churches are suffering from the war.
This made me cry, suffer, and pray
constantly. I couldn't find peace. 

Open Doors: How did you and other
Christians respond? What did they do? 
We organized prayers in our churches
and created prayer chains. Groups of
church members prayed day and night
and many fasted. We cannot stop war,
nor make ourselves heard. We cannot
organize a revolt against our president
and government, after all, as Christians,
we have to bless them even though we are
against what they do. We believe there is
another way, a diplomatic way to reach
an agreement. 

Also, at our church, we raised funds for
Ukrainian Christians and sent them
through a church member who had
relatives on that side. The church was
very grateful, after all, there are several
disabled people. They shared that the
resource arrived at the right time and
with it, they made purchases for church
members. We still plan to raise more
resources, but at the moment we cannot
transfer them, after all the border is
closed. We pray that there will be an
opportunity to make the transfer. 

 Photo: EFE/EPA/YONHAP



Open Doors: What kind of problems do you
need to deal with now? 
One issue that is very difficult for us
Russian Christians is feeling hatred coming
from all parts of the world. This makes us
feel guilty, even though we know we are
not. We did not ask for this war, we do not
support it and we are against this violence
wholeheartedly. But in addition to the
various restrictions, we also need to deal
with sanctions and hatred. We see people
suffering and dying on both sides while
politicians do bad things. 
Some close relatives, a Christian family with
young children, are very stressed as their
children may be conscripted into the army
and sent to war in the coming months. First,
they care about their children, but they
also don't want to see them fight against
their brothers, killing people in their own
country in this senseless battle. 

Open Doors: What are you and your family
facing now? 
The first week was the hardest. There were
so many questions, lots of news and they all
seemed to lie. The increase in violence,
death, and hatred left me very sad and
crying. In addition, we also face many
problems because of sanctions, and it is not
easy to deal with economic issues in daily
life. We see that this does not affect those
who orchestrated the war, namely the
politicians. They only punish ordinary
civilians. 
One of the hardest things for me was
worrying about my family, about relatives
being drafted into the army and sent to
war. I understood that I couldn't stay in
this madness, so I dedicated myself to prayer
and the Scriptures, whether alone or with
my family - my husband and three children.
God is faithful and has given us peace. 

Now I'm sure I shouldn't feel guilty. God
keeps everything under control even
without us understanding why this
happens. He warns us about such situations
in Scripture, as in Matthew 24:6: “You will
hear of wars and rumors of wars, but do
not be afraid. It is necessary for such things
to happen...” I know that God protects me
and my family and provides for all of our
needs. God taught us through this terrible
situation that we should not be sad because
of the hate that is around us. We can love,
as he left us an example. This doesn't mean
that my family and I don't care anymore,
that's impossible. We are still dealing with
sadness and worry because of daily events,
but now we no longer feel lost and
frustrated. 

Open Doors: How would you like Christians
to pray for you, your family and other
Christians in your country? 
Firstly, I want to express my gratitude to
everyone who is praying for this situation,
whether for the citizens and churches in
Ukraine or for our country. Thank you very
much! Prayers are very necessary right now.
Please keep praying. You can help us by
praying that: Russian families who have lost
loved ones will be comforted; Russian men
are not sent to this war; My family and I feel
God’s peace and protection; May God
transform this terrible situation into good,
even if it seems impossible, transform hatred
into love. He is all-powerful and can do
much more than we can imagine, he can
change that. 



Five ways to pray for Christians in
Ukraine and Russia today 
Take time to intercede on behalf of
Christians living amid this new conflict
zone Following Russia's invasion of
Ukraine, the reality of war is constantly
before us, whether in the news seen on
our computers, TVs, cell phones, or
radios. Now, more than ever, we need to
pray for this conflict which, according
to experts around the world, could have
devastating ramifications. 
Here are five reasons for you to pray
with your family and church for the
countries involved: 

1. Pray for peace. The conflict is
complicated and undoubtedly represents
a challenge for citizens – and Christians
– in Ukraine, Russia, and the entire
region, especially where Russia still
maintains significant influence. Ask that
violence and tension come to an end and
that leaders on all sides can pursue
diplomacy and peace in ways that allow
people of all faiths to live in freedom and
peace. 

2. Persecution in Russia stems from
pressure and violence against Christians
in Muslim-majority regions. This is
because local leaders seek to ensure the
dominance of Islam. Pray for Christians
in Ukraine and Russia to build bridges of
love and hope that transcend any
conflict between the countries. 



3. A series of laws instituted in 2016 by
Russia are used to prosecute evangelism
groups. Some of these laws have also come
into play in parts of Ukraine governed by
Russian-backed separatist groups. Cry out
to God to open the hearts of leaders in
Russia and areas of Ukraine under Russian
control. Let them not forbid Christians to
worship God freely. 

4. Russia's support for separatist regions is
worrying for Christians in Ukraine. In
parts of Ukraine that declared themselves
independent, laws were imposed requiring
the registration of religious
organizations. For example, Protestant
churches were banned or had their
buildings confiscated; Books by Charles
Spurgeon and Billy Graham were banned
after being placed on a list of “extremist”
literature. Intercede for all those affected
by war, whether those who have lost loved
ones or those forced to fight. Also,
introduce Christians who face restrictions
because of their faith. 

5. Portas Abertas believes that the church in
the region has not forgotten the meaning of
being persecuted. Even faced with this
scenario, they must restructure themselves
and continue doing what they have always
done, continue preaching the gospel. No
matter what wars, conflicts, or
persecutions bring, the gospel will continue.
But our brothers and sisters in Russia and
Ukraine need us to stick with them through
this new conflict. Pray that God will work
through the diplomacy of countries around
the world and that their peace will prevail. 

How can I help persecuted Christians in
Russia? 
In addition to praying for them, you can help
practically by donating to Open Doors
projects to support persecuted Christians.
By donating to this campaign, your help goes
to places where persecution is extreme and
the need is most urgent. 

About Open Doors 
It is part of Open Doors International, a
global network that has been operating in
more than 60 countries for over 65 years
supporting Christians persecuted for their
faith. Open Doors provides practical support
to persecuted Christians, such as food,
medicine, post-trauma care, legal assistance,
safe houses, and schools, as well as spiritual
support through Christian literature and
training. In Brazil, Portas Abertas
completed 45 years in 2023 and has more
than 42 thousand partners.

portaS abertas
Portas Abertas is an international non-

governmental, interdenominational

evangelical Christian humanitarian aid

organization supporting persecuted

Christians in more than 60 countries where

Christianity is legally or socially

discouraged, oppressed or persecuted.
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HOW A FINANCIAL CRISIS CAN AFFECT
MENTAL HEALTH

The crash of the stock market in 1929, known
as the Great Depression, was an event that
caused a profound economic and social
collapse throughout the world, it was the
biggest crisis of financial capitalism. This
tension began in the middle of this fateful
year in the United States and continued until
1933, even causing a significant impact on the
global economy. 

This was because the stock market crash led
to a drop in industrial production, which
resulted in a decrease in demand for raw
materials, consequently leading to a decline in
commodity prices, negatively affecting
commodity-exporting countries. cousins. In
the United States, this crisis generated
numerous problems, including the loss of
employment and consequently the means of
subsistence. The crisis also affected
international trade, further complicating the
world economy. 

In addition to the economic effects, the 2029 crisis
also had a significant impact on the mental health
of those affected. It is estimated that during this
period - from 1929 to 1933 - the number of suicides
in the United States increased by 20%. It is
understood that high levels of unemployment,
increased poverty, and economic insecurity, as well
as the lack of financial resources, loss of income
and assets, unemployment, social instability, and
uncertainty regarding the future have led many
people to lose hope, generating psychological and
emotional problems, such as anxiety and
depression, among others. 

BY SIMONE HAZIN



The Story of the 1929 Stock Market Crash 
The 1920s were a period of economic
prosperity in the United States. The stock
market was booming, and there were many
investors. However, this scenario began to
change at the end of this decade. However, on
October 24, 1929, shares on the New York
Stock Exchange began to slowly fall and this
fall was the main trigger for the economic
collapse. A constant trend is caused by the
decision of speculators to sell their shares to
recover the money invested at a large profit.
To give you an idea, the Dow Jones index fell
11%.
Subsequently, a financial crisis broke out, as
people, in panic, withdrew all their money
deposited in banks, leading to an even greater
drop in the stock market, causing its
immediate collapse. It is this vicious cycle that
led to one of the biggest economic crises in
history. The credit bubble burst and many
investors went bankrupt, leaving October 24th
known as "Black Thursday". 

It is important to add that the fall of the
stock market triggered an economic crisis that
spread throughout the world - causing a chain
effect - bringing down the stock exchanges in
Tokyo, London, and Berlin in sequence. The
loss was a millionaire and without historical
precedent. And American investors were no
exception. Unemployment in the United States
jumped from 4%, before the crisis, to 27% of
the population, after the Stock Market crash.
The country's GDP decreased, the amount of
imports and exports decreased, industrial
production was reduced and workers' wages
fell, and this significantly impacted the mental
health of the population.



The impacts of the stock market crash
on mental health 

The economic crisis and its consequences
such as loss of jobs, homes, investments,
and other painful losses, left the
population unmotivated, anxious, and
melancholic... these negative feelings
combined with a lack of hope, caused
psychological and emotional problems
sometimes serious, such as depression
and, consequently, an increase in suicide. 

Data on suicides during the Great
Depression are scarce. However,
estimates suggest that the number of
suicides in the United States increased by
20% between 1929 and 1933. This increase
was seen across all age groups but was
most significant among men and younger
adults. 
The stock market crash of 1929 was an
event that had an immense impact on the
lives of the population. From financial
difficulties and all problems like that, as
well as mental health. The devastating
effects of this event led the population to
countless psychological disorders as well
as a total lack of hope, contributing to the
increase in suicides both in the USA and in
countries affected by the crisis. 

However, the crisis may also have left a
great lesson: the need for planning in the
economy. Economic liberalism, which
predominated at the time, led to unbridled
speculation in the stock market, which
ultimately led to its collapse. Investors
bought stocks without solid economic
fundamentals, which led to a speculative
bubble that eventually burst in 1929. 

Another lesson that the 1929 crisis left is
the importance of social solidarity. The
American government created social
programs to help those most affected by
the crisis, such as the New Deal - it was a
set of social, economic, and financial
programs implemented by the American
government between 1933 and 1937, under
the command of President Franklin Delano
Roosevelt. These programs helped to
mitigate the effects of the crisis and
prevent it from having an even greater
impact on society. 
The 1929 crisis was a tragic event, but it was
also a learning opportunity. The lessons she left
behind can help prevent similar crises from
recurring in the future. 
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CAPITALISM AND ITS
EFFECTS 

Capitalism emerged after the decline of

feudalism, which consisted of an

economic, social, and political

organization concentrated in Western

Europe, in the Middle Ages. The feudal

system was not based on trade but was

based on natural exchanges between the

feudal lord and the peasant. Although,

even with the end of feudalism,

European society remained rural, and the

economy was mostly agrarian and

dependent on the work of peasants, new

forms of economic and social

organization began significant

transformations. This embryonic moment

of capital became known in Marxist

theory as the “primitive accumulation of

capital”. 

This accumulation was, therefore, the

entire period that extended from the

dismantling of the feudal mode of

production to the rise of industry. In this,

the emergence of new economic and

social practices led to the development

of mercantile economic practices and

the emergence of a new social group —

the bourgeoisie.”

The origin of capitalism  

By Alexandre Bormann

The central characteristics of capitalism

are private property and capital

accumulation. The capitalist system has

as important advantages economic

freedom, technological innovation, and

free competition. However, capitalism is

a system in which private property and

the constant search for profit and capital

accumulation predominate, which

manifests itself in the form of goods and

money. However, it also has very

negative points, such as wide social

inequality. However, capitalism favors

the accumulation of wealth by a minority

group of people. 

Between the 15th and 18th centuries, the

development of capitalism took place in

the light of the Great Navigations,

Overseas Expansion, and the consequent

process of colonization of the American,

Asian, and African continents. 

The consolidation of this economic

system occurred in the 19th century,

with the development of industry

through the Industrial Revolution. 



@reallygreatsiteCapitalism in Brazil 
The transition to capitalism in Brazil
begins with two particular political
processes that, combined, make up
our bourgeois political Revolution:
a) the Abolition of Slavery (1888)
and the Proclamation of the
Republic (1889). In this way, the
period that extends from 1888 to
1933 marks the moment of birth and
consolidation of industrial capital in
Brazil. 

Capitalism and politics 
After the revolutions and wars that
led to the conquest of power in
several countries and the
domination of the European
continent and its colonies, the
bourgeoisie had another concern
that replaced the effort to create
states that would realize those
ideals. The big question became
how to manage these States
without the ideas of popular power,
political participation, equal rights,
general will, public affairs, etc.
were extended to workers.
If the defense of democracy were
truly taken to its ultimate
consequences, workers would have
as much power as the bourgeoisie
and, as they constitute the majority
in society, they would end up
dictating the direction of politics –
which would compromise the
capitalist order. 

More subtlety was needed to
maintain the discourse of
democracy and, at the same time,
avoid the risks it could pose to the
economic order. 
One of the ways to achieve this aim
was to reduce democracy to the
idea of   representation. First, a State
was created that would,
theoretically, represent the entire
society, a third party about
economic class divisions. Thus, the
exercise of power would not be
directly in the hands of
businessmen, bankers, rentiers, and
landowners, but of representatives
chosen by the general population to
manage a neutral State, supposedly
above social disputes. 



All the principles of democracy
were reduced to representative
democracy, limiting the political
power of citizens to the right to
choose representatives through
suffrage. The idea of   
representation, that is, the
temporary delegation of decision-
making powers to third parties, only
makes sense in democratic systems
if it is conceived as a “foreign
element”, a “necessary evil” to
bridge the gap between the ideal
(pure direct democracy) ) and the
real (the difficulties of the decision-
making process in complex modern
societies), thus creating the
possible (the exercise of popular
sovereignty through
representatives submitted to the
will of those who chose them). 

However, in bourgeois democracies,
the institution of representation
acquired an end in itself. Instead of
choosing representatives to serve
as a means for exercising power
across society, democracy was
diluted in the choice of
representatives and they were given
the role of exercising power in its
entirety. In the end, it is not the
citizens who exercise sovereignty,
but the elected ones (supposedly
the most capable, the best =
aristocracy), creating an
aristocracy with the name of
democracy. 



In this model of political system, the
social sectors that manage to
control elected representatives are
those that truly hold sovereignty.
Since this control is generally
exercised by those who have the
most money (to invest in
campaigns, manage the media, pay
bribes and allowances for elected
officials, lobby, etc.), the
aristocracy degenerates into a
plutocracy (plutos = rich). It is not
uncommon for control over elected
officials to be exercised by those
who enrich themselves and
maintain their status through illicit
and criminal means, ranging from
fraud and favoritism in
competitions and tenders to drug
and weapons trafficking, including
land grabbing, labor exploitation
slave, etc., in which case a
kleptocracy is established (kleptós
= thief). 
In current societies, it is practically
impossible to differentiate these
two terms, since in the world of
corporations, capital originating
from crime, drug trafficking,
weapons smuggling, financial
speculation, production, and
services mix and interacts, creating
a class where White-collar criminals
coexist with businessmen, bankers,
speculators, landowners, and
rentiers – when they are not the
same people playing these different
roles. 

The problem is that controlling a
power granted to third parties with
relative autonomy brings more
demands than directly exercising
the power. To elect the right people
who will occupy the State, it is
necessary to invest money in
campaigns and the formation of
social consciousness so that
suffrage does not bring workers'
representatives to power. This
requires legal and illegal donations
to parties and candidates, which
creates an unequal and corrupt
system. Unequal by granting greater
campaign and victory conditions,
depending on the money available,
which breaks the principle of
equality. Corrupt due to the
illegality and origin of larger
donations that result in greater
power of influence. 



Furthermore, it is necessary to
maintain control over those elected,
so that administrative decisions
taken and laws approved in the
official political space reflect what is
decided in the deliberative spaces of
capital (the various entities
representing corporations and their
discussion forums), are favorable to
the economic system and meet its
demands even when they imply
enormous sacrifices for the majority
of the population. Maintaining such
control implies spending on lobbyists
and, given the character of those
who enter politics for this type of
service (generally people with loose
morals and insatiable pockets),
requires bribes, gifts, advantages,
and generous allowances. 

The need to keep the State at the
service of only one class
institutionalizes corruption and
makes it an integral part of the
political system itself in capitalism,
and not a flaw in people that can be
corrected morally. The control of
representatives exercised by
different sectors of capitalism in a
space of relative autonomy (the
State) requires (illegal) payment for
political services provided by elected
officials. 
Corruption, therefore, is a matter of
the survival of capitalism. A way of
allowing the illusion of democracy,
while those who own capital exercise
power without the participation of
workers. 



The current economic crisis 
Capitalism The capitalist economy
in Brazil was strongly affected by
the new coronavirus crisis that
began in 2020 and which still has no
specific end date: the GDP level fell,
unemployment rose and income and
wealth inequality increased. 
Thousands of people instantly lost
all their wealth, as it was invested in
speculation values   that had
disappeared with the stock market
crash. The effects of the crisis
spread throughout the world, which
is why the economies of several
countries went into recession, and
unemployment soared around the
world. 
Despite being considered, in theory,
an economic system, Capitalism
expands its influence in practically
all fields of social organization, such
as politics, social and cultural
practices, ethical limits, and several
other aspects. 

The Main Challenge of
Capitalism 
Environmental degradation: the
capitalist system is linked to mass
production and consumption in the
same proportion, thus producing
profit, to obtain raw materials it is
necessary to remove various
resources from nature. Constant
and unbridled exploitation has left a
profound devastation on the
environment.  

The evidence becomes even more
explicit: to reduce poverty it is
necessary to have economic
freedom. And economic freedom
presupposes free trade and free
enterprise. The division of labor on a
global scale and the specialization
of labor are the most intrinsic
characteristics of global capitalism. 

THEREFORE, TO ERADICATE POVERTY,
MORE CAPITALISM
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